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But yet without, tbere can be no Redreſs : 
We therefore ought, like Freemen, to Complain, 


Or Slavifhly ſubmit to wear the Chain. 
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Gentlemen, 


AVING jointly taken into our 
ſerious Confideration, the unrea- 
ſonable Advantages you procure 
ta your ſelves, by impoſing great 
— nol "oak win” 4 Few, but the 
Generality of the Surgeons appointed for 
the Service of Her Majeſty's Navy, we 
have at laſt conceiv'd it but a Juſtifiable 
Duty, grounded upon the Intereſt of many, 
and the better Security of the Lives and 
Limbs of Wer Majeſty's Seamen, do lay 
open the Frauds and Abuſes we are forc'd 
to ſuffer at the Miſerly Hands of your 
Monoplizing Worſhips, often to the great ; 
gur of our, ſelves and Families, ande 


= 
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ſons, on Board the Navy Royal, whoſe 
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ſometimes to the dammage of fuch Per- 


Healths being -1mpair'd by Wounds, Ac- 
cidents, or Sickneſs, become our Care, not 
yours, by God's. help, to cheriſh and re: 
cover by our diligent Endeavours. 
But, the finiſter and corrupt Practices 
of you, the Pretenders to much more Honeſty 
than ever our Fraternity could find among 
you, ſince we have been obli d, by an 
Order, to hay our Cheſts fifted at your 
Common-Hall, give us juſt reaſon of 2 
Publick Complaint againſt ſuch Truſty 
Managers, who, regarding little beſides the 
Fingering the Pence, leave the reſt of the 
Buſineſs to ſuch ſottiſh, careleſs, and un- 
ſkilful Servants, not worthy to be Truſted 
with fo weighty. an Affair, except your 
Views were more regular. But what can we 
expect? Since your Cabal are Govern'd by 
Two or Three crafty Miſers, who have 
more reſpect for ungodly Mammon, than 
their pretended Conſciences, and a greater 
love for their old wither'd Hides, than for 
the Publick Wellfare. "Fi 
We therefore crave leave to re- mind you 
grave Worſhips, that, among other Abuſe, 
your- denials of our Certificates without jull 
reaſon, after repeated Applications from 
time to time, do not only occaſion us t 
neglect our Duty, to the hazard df 
ſuch of her Majeſty's Scamen, he 


Se 


make bold to re- mind your Superannuated 


(5) 


may happen, in our Abſence, to have need 


of our Aſſiſtance; but prove ſo highly In- 
jurious to moſt of our Fraternity, whq 
venture our Lives in the Service of our 

Country, that when we return Home, ho- 
ping to Comfort our Families with the 
Fruits of our Labours, we muſt have more 
fatigue with your ſtupihed Gravities, to 
obtain our Certificates from your Avaritious 
Fingers, than what we find in the per- 
formance of our Duty, during a Sickl 

Voyage to the Weſt-Indies; and after all 
muſt be forced to ſneak and creep with bare 
Heads, and bended Necks to your worthleſs 
Underſtrappers, and fit Waiting and Wine- 
Bibbing, to our great Expence, time after 
time, at your Hall Spunging-Houſe, before 
we can get our Buſineſs diſpatch'd, or our 
Cheſts fitted; nay, and at laſt be oblig'd to 
ſcatter our Benevolence among your Craving 
Attendants, as Quality going out of Town 
do their Oftentatious Charity to a Tatter'd 
crowd of Pariſh-Mumpers, or elſe we are as 
ſure of a farther Delay, as a Rich Man is of 
a Beggar's Curſe that does not pay him for 
his Bleſſing. 
But theſe being but a ſmall part of the 
many Grievances we for ſeveral years have 
unhappily labour'd under, ſince you have 


ingroſs'd to your ſelves the fitting our Cheſts _ 


for the Navy Surgeons, we ſhall therefore 


Gravities, 


(6 
Gravities, of the honeſt Ways and Means 
you were forc'd to uſe, and the falſe Sugge- 

ions you were glad to inſinuate behind the 
Curtain, as well as the prevailing Promiſes 
you ſo generouſly made to his R— 1 H——ſs; 
which laſt, indeed, tho they have never 
been perform'd in the leaſt Particular, were 
the ſpecious Grounds and plauſible Conſide- 
rations, upon which, undoubtedly, the very 
Order was granted. 
So that we cannot forbear, moſt Renown'd 
Sophies, to give you a ſhort Memorial of 
your long Forgetfulneſs of all your fair, but 
fruitleſs Promiſes, which, if not owing to 
the doating Infirmities of decrepit Age, muſt 
certainly be charg'd home upon your wilful 
Remiſſneſs, and unconſcionable Avarice ; 
which are Faults ſo deteſtable in ſo weighty 
an Undertaking, that you ought, at leaſt, to 
forfeit that abus'd Courteſie; which, tho' 
well intended by the Power that gave it, 
pet was not at firſt very fairly obtain'd, nor 
has it ſince been very honeſtly manag d, but 
carry'd on in Hugger-mugger, by three or 
four Crafty Avaritious Muckworms, to the 
reat Injury and Diſappointment, as well as 
Diſparagement of the Navy Surgeons in 
General, who are forc'd daily, by your 
Fraudulent Impoſitions, to become Humble 
Suters, and Liberal Contributers, not only 


to your Money-loving Clerk, but your . 
Clerk's 
: . g 3] 4 ; 


Clerks ; as alſo to your Wheedh 
8 Wet Broker, 


"PEI 


Broker, or rather Wapping Sweetener, em- 
ploy'd by your Worſhips to Cozen young 
Fools, Mying up their Wages at un- 


reaſonable Advantages to yu that employ 
him; and to ſcrew the Neceſſitous out of 
Exorbitant Diſcounts, for the prompt Pay- 
ment of ſuch Moneys which ought to 

receiv'd at the ſame time without the leaſt 
Deduction, would you grant them their 
Certificates, as you ought to do, in due 
Seaſon ; which conſider'd, together with 
the great Expences we are often forc'd 
to in depending and waiting at your Coffees 
Houſe, Tavern, Cajoling and Treating all 


the thirſty Crew of your incroaching Un- | 


derlins, amounts ſometimes to at leaſt a 
Moity of our Wages, to the great Impover- 
iſnment of our ſelves and Families: Which 
intolerable - Grievances, as well as many 
other Abuſes and Enormities, we ſhall here 
make manifeſt in rhe following Particulars, 
as ſoon as we have put you in mind, after 
what manner you firſt obtain'd of his Royal 
Highneſs your advantagious Order; which, 
tho it was granted, upon your fair Propoſals, 
with a generous Deſign of preventing ſuch 
Abuſes in the fitting out our Cheſts, as 
Doctor 47 and your ſelves had falſſy 
inſinuated, without the leaſt Grounds, to his 
Rod Highneſs, and his Council ; yet your 
e 


ves now turn the Authority granted you 
into ſo great an Oppreſſion, by the fraudulent 
rr 


= © 

Execution and tedious Delays of the Bufineſs 

you have undertaken, that we are not able 
to be longer filent under fuch hard Uſage. ! 
Tho ſome of your Sage Worſhips ſeem to. . 
be paſt every thing but the love of Money, J 
yet, I hope, you cannot but remember a 
upon what Unjuſt Accufations, Groundleſ Ml © 
Clamours, and Fictitious Calumnies, you at 
_ firſt laid the Foundation of your Monopo-- 
lizing Project, endeavouring to infinuate 
(hen we had it in our own Power to fit 
our Cheſts by ſuch Apothecaries as out 
felves thought moſt proper, being then under 
the ſame view) that their Drugs were de- 
eay'd ; their Medicines ill difpenc'd y their 
Quantities too ſmall ; their Qualities abus'd 
for want of due Preparation, and abundance 
of ſuch like frivolous Objections, which were 
nothing more than your own ' windy Sur- 
miſes, without Proof, or Evidence, purely 
contriv'd, for no other Reaſon, but to faci- 
litate your Purpoſe of ingroſſing the Service 
of all the Medicines for the Navy Royal in- 
to your own h ande. : 
For when, upon theſe imaginary Com- 
plaints, (which were undoubtedly fuggeſted 
from your own Shop Practices) ou had 
obtain'd an Order from his R ——ſ7, 
dated June the 30, 170g. for a Review being 
made at Apothecary's-Hall, of all our Medi- 
cines, Drugs, Inſtruments, c. which: were 
ed our for the. xd Nut Service fo 


1 
that Year: Purſuant to your and your Con- 
federates new Authority, our Cheſts were 
temanded from Porrſmouth, Chattam, &c. 
which were 8 ſent, up Seal'd to 


your moſt Sumptuous Edifice in Blacł-Fri- 
ert, where they were ſubmitted to the view 
of your Zealous Friend Doctor 44, one 
of the Commiſſioners of the Sick and 
Wounded, who joining his penetrating Judg- 
inent to ſome of the vacant Noddles of your 
own Company, made up the High-Court of 
Juſtice, who were to- Examine, Try, and 
Condemn our Cheſts, which, to the number 
of near Fifty, were openly expos'd to the 
Intereſted Prejudice of their Partial Judges, 
who, putting on your Conſidering Caps as 
well as your Spectacles, made as nice an 
Inſpection into our Medicinal Gallimafries, 
as if your Wiſdoms were fearful we had 
corrupted our Cheſts, by deſtr uctive Poiſons, 
into Pandora's Boxes. 

But after your ſkilful Aſſembly had peep'd 
as narrowly into our ſeveral Arcana's, as 
ever a Moorfields Quack did into a full Uri- 
nal, and your Learned Confederate Doctor 
4——5 had talk'd as much like an Apothe- 
cry, as your ſelves like Phyſicians, the 
greateſt Diſcoveries you could all make by 
your Partial Scrutiny, center'd in no more 
than one Cheſt, among the whole number 
that were fitted out by the Apothecaries for 
that Year, notwithſtanding you had before 

| lies | rais'd 
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rais'd ſuch unjuſt Clamours, upon your ow 
groundleſs Surmiſes, againſt the ſtaleneſs of 
the Druggs,and the badneſs of the Medicines, 
with which the Apothecaries of our own 
chuſing were, without juſt reaſon, ſuſpected 
to have furniſh'd us; yet to ſhow oùr Im- 
partiality, we cannot but acknewledge there 
was one Cheſt more that might, in ſome B 
_ meaſure, deſerve your Wiſdoms Diſapproba- Ml # 
tion, but that was not fitted out by any of WM M 
the Town Apothecaries, who, in thoſe days, MW nn. 
vou ſo highly  Exclaim'd againſt, tho” of en 
your own Fraternity, on purpoſe to Mono- WW pe 
polize (as you have ſince done) the whole ¶ by 
Buſineſs of the Navy into a few Hands; but ¶ anc 
that deficient Cheſt was furniſh'd by a Sur- 
geon at Wappin, and it is very likely by 
Stratagem of your own, that your previous 
Complaints might have ſome colour from 
your colateral Examination : For the Mer- 
cenary Conſciences of ſuch Men who are 
alone Govern'd by Self-Intereſt, may be 
reaſouably ſuſpected to be guilty of ſo much 
Siniſter Policy, as to contrive a way how to 
make good a former Accuſation you had 
charg'd againſt others, by a future Diſcovery 
you pretend to make among your ſelves; 
for we have an old Proverb which tells us, 
vis. That the Fox is oftentimes the finder. 
And that your fleepy Worfhips, who hang 
your hoary heads as drowſily as your Pop- 


pies, may receive from us much fairer Uſage 
| than 


4 


than you have juſtly deſerv'd, we have here 


1 
of ven you a recital of your firſt Order, in 
85 fv to convince our Modeſties beyond 
'n WF Excuſe, - That you obtain'd the ſame by 
ed pretended Abuſes on your ſides, which, tho 
n- ur ſelves now Practice, you were never 
re able to make good againſt us; and Secondly, 
ne Wh By your falacious Promiſes to his Royal 
Hiebneſs of furniſhing our Cheſts with 
ol WW Medicines better and cheaper, when you 
ys, Wl muſt needs be ſatisſyd in your own Conſci- 
of WW ences, you had neither Will or Power to 
no- perform the ſame, as we ſhall make Evident 
ole I by our Remarks upon the following Order, 
but WW and the Arguments that from thence we 
ur- hall impartially deduce. F 


V A 
2 A true Copy of the Order dated 
ler June the goth, 1703. 
er- | | -* | 
are Gentlemen, 
7 be 


zuch II T Care and Concern for the Preſerua- 
L tion of the Seamens Health, havin 

had made me Order the Phyſicians f the 
Sek and Wounded, &c. to Review the Sur- 
geont Cheſts, that had been prepared for the 
Fleet this Summer, upon the Intimation I had 
recetV'd of the Medicines, that had been for- 
merly, and were again provided for the Sea 
Service; and underſtanding, 7 the Report 
rom the ſaid Fal that they found but 

| 1 tox 
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(Cuz) 
too much Ground for a Complaint, and that 
there were great. Abuſe in Preparing the Sur- 


geons Cheſls, and Negligences, or Colluſions, in 


the Inſpect ing ani Approving of them. To pre- 
vent 2 — as — as — 2 and hr ch 
Medicines for the future may be better and 
cheaper, I do Defire, and Direct ym to order 
the Surgeons of their Majeſties Ships, to furs 
niſb and provide their Cheſts at the Commone 
Hall of the Company pee, and not 
in any other Place; the ſaid 1 having 
aſſur d me, they will furniſh bot Good and 
Cheap: and that they do not pay any Surge 
either free Gift Money, deducted from Sea. 
men, or their Wages, unleſs they produc 
Certificates from the Phyſicians in the Com- 
miſſion of the Sick and Wounded, as well it 
the 'Governours of the Company of Surgeons, 
that they have receive, and approved of 
their ſaid Cheſts ;, that is, the Phyſicians i 
the Internal Medicines, and the Phyſtciaii 
and Surgeons of the External, and from tht 
, Committee of the Apothecaries Company, that 


| 
7 


__/ they have paid or ſatisfied them for the ſaid 


— ——————— 


_ Cheſts. And being inform'd that the Medi. 
cines in the ſaid Cheſts are not Proportion 
according to the number of Men, for whon 
they are provided, and that the Sorts att 
not ſuch as they ought. to be, with reſpet i 
the Diſeaſes incident to Sea- furing Men, 
bave ordered the ſaid Phyſiciuns, and Gove! 
nours of the Surgeons Company, to \agit 


-— mw <0 DS 
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pon, and ſettle fuch an Invoice as they ſhall 
think proper rig Ships of every oth > 
cording to which, and not otherwiſe, you are 
to require the Surgeons of the Fleet, to 
niſb their ſaid Cheſts reſpefively. I am 
an Order his Royal Highneſs 
fin. * geh 1 of Ber 1275 
u0n· 's Ships and Veſſels are to keep a ſort of 

— , br Hiftory of their Methods of Pra- 
vin Wl fice in General, as well as of all Extraordi- 
and nary Caſes in Particular. 
geo And that the ſaid Journal to be deliver? 
Sea- to the ſaid Commiſſioners for Sith and 
duc Wornded at the end of each Voyage, and no 
on. Wages to be paid to any of them until they 
ll a Produce Certificates from the ſaid Commiſſio« 
on, gers their having ſo done. | 


4 of . c 

s 0 His Royal Highneſs Prince George of 
1 Denmark, &c. Lord High Admi- 
that ral of Great Britain, and Ireland, 
you &c. and of all Her Majeſty's Plan- 
led 


tations, Oc. and Generaliſſimo 
of all Her Majeſty's Forces, Oc. 


J 


— — 
— 


—  - 


— a 


1 
that the ſaid Surgeons ſhould furniſi their 
Cheſts at the Apothecary's-Hall in the City of 
London, and that the ſame ſhould be there 
inſpedled by the Phyſicians in the Commiſſion 
for Sick and Wounded Seamen, and Sealed 
with their Seal, to prevent Imbezlements. 
And alſo, That the Surgeons -4 all _— which 
ſhall be fitted out to Sea at Plymouth, ſbould 
Furniſh themſelves with Medicines from thence, 
our of ſuch as ſhould be lodged there by the 
Company of Apothecary's ; and that the ſame 
ſhould be viewed by the Phyſician and Sur- 
geon for the Sick and Wounded at that Port, 
and Sealed as above; and that the ſame 
Methods fhould be uſed from time to time 
in recruiting the ſaid Cheſts, with Medicines, 
Druges, &c. And whereas it is repreſented to 
me, That notioithſtanding my ſaid Orders, 
divers Surgeons of the Fleet do frequently 
ſend their Cheſts on Board unſealed, and 
without View: and that they baue, for ſome 
Tears paſt, taken ſo few Medicines, that there 
is reaſon to ſuſpeft the Service is not duely 
provided for, or that they furniſh themſelves 
elſewhere, . And it being abſolutely Neceſſary 
for the Preſervation of the Men ſerving in 
Her Majefty*s Ships, $ which is of fo great 
Conſequence to the publick Service ) that the 
Surgeons ſbouid be obliged from time to time 
ro take ſufficient Supplias of good Druggs, and 
Medicines ;;'and that fuch as ſball appear to 
be detay'd, and nor fit for uſe, "ſhould be 
. Deftroy'd 


—— 
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3 (15) 
Deſtreyd; And I having therefore given 
2 #4 rther Orders to hy ſaid — 
for Sick and Wounded, in relation to the 
furniſbing Medicines to Her Majeſly's Ships 
at any other Ports whereat any Phyſician, 
or Surgeon is appointed for Sick and Woun- 
ded Seamen, as well as thoſe of London 
and «Plymouth. I do (for rendering my 
ſaid Orders the more Effeflual ) hereby itt. 
ly Charge and Require you, that upon the 
fitting out to Sea of Her Majeſty's Ship un- 
der your Command, you do not permit your 
Surgeon's Cheſt of Medicines to be brought 
on Board, unleſs Sealed as eforeſzid, or un- 
leſs you ſhall receive therewith a Letter from 
the ſaid Phyſicians in the Commiſſion for Sick 
and Wounded Seamen, or one of them, pr the 
Phy/ſreian and Surgeon of the ſaid Port of 
Plymouth, or other Port or Place where your 
Ship - ſhall be, ſignifying their View — Ap- 
probation of the ſaid Medicines. as of- 
ten as your Ship ſhall haue Occaſion to refit, 
you are to Cauſe your Surgeon to fone on 
ſbore his Chor either to the Apothecary's- 
Hall (if in the Port of London,) or to the 
uſual Place of View 8 by the Phyſician 
and Sturgeon at the Port where the Ship ſhall 
be reſitting; there to be viewed and appro- 
ved, ſuch Supplier added as ſpall be found 
wanting, and the Cheſt return'd on Board 


Sealed, with a Letter to your ſelf from the 
Phyſician and Surgeon of the ſaid Port, And 


. 


: ( 16 
if the Ships ſhall be refitted in a Pott 'whete 
there are not Medicines lodged by the Company 
of Apothecarys for the Purpoſes 25 d, 
yo are then to receive from the Phyſician 
and Surgeon of the ſaid Port, not only their 
Approbation of ſuch Druggs and Medicines as 
ſhall be in your Surgeon's Cheſt, but an Ac- 
gout of what they ſhall find wanting to 
rm Recruit the ſaid Cheſt, according to the In- 
voice N for a Ship of ber Rate, and 
fend the ſame to the Company of the Apo- 
thecarys at their Hall in London; from 
whence you will recgive the ſaid Medicines, 
&c. Sealed up, with a Letter from the Phyſi- 
cians as aforemention'd. And in caſe you 
ſhall diſcover your Surgeon | Guilty of any in- 
dirett Practices or Endeauaurs to evade 
theſe my Orders, you are to give Notice there- 
of to my Secretary for my Information, that 
fo be may be diſplaced from Her Majeſty's 


the like ill Practices. Given under my Hand 
this 12th of February, 1705. 


Jo the reſpective Captains, 
and Maſters, and Com- 
manders of her Majeſty's 
Ships and Veſſels. 


We would not have you think (for we 
know you are Gentlemen very ſubject to 
Miſtakes) that we have fo little ſence of 


Service, in order to the deterring others from 
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dur Bug as to. re Uf 

ſelf, or the 4 that granted it, who 11 
it, we are ſenſible WT 2 Wiſe and Gene- 
rous D1 9 555 eren thoſe 9 


and Colluſions, 75 85 vou ad falſſy 
No 


ſinuated againſt the Surgeons of the 

as alſo the Appth ecaries by whom gur Ch 

were fitted, tho never practicd by any but 
In- hour elves fince you have Monopoliz'd the 
= furniſhing of all our Cheſts into your own. 
bo- F. ingers. 

om We find expreſly, by the Words of the 


es, foregoing Order, that it was 15 granted 
„. upon an Intimation that His Roa Hi io bneſs 


you had receiv'd, . vis. Of the Bales of the 


in. RM edicines provided for the Sea Service, &c. 
uy un mining 4 0 Rep Report of che ſod, 
Oers of 


. Hcia eani 
tg 0 an Wound d) ang: 9 found bus 
* o much Ground for a Complaint, &c 

. Now, in this place it is bu reaſonable to 
Enquire wh what were the ponds. of the 
mp aint. Why truly upon the preſumptive. 
Accu args e up the Abuſes charg d 
home, before your Confederates. could prove 
then true, the Complainants obtain'd an Or- | 
ler to review oh our Chet 8 ego out 45 dr 
dummer, that they might try, how far they. 
ere ab to 1 85 Sit dim and partial 
05 the 92 of w t the y had al- 
ache he hb re Cl h wel any other 


er Sling „ and heir 


ben 


r falſe Surmiſes, for the Foul and Scati- 
dalous Charge they had exhibited apainft us: 
And when they had thus obtain'd a Power 
of becoming Judges in their own Cauſe, 
what Old Fumb ing Aſculapius, who had 
but juſt Brains enough left to preſcribe Brim- 
noe for the Itch, or Shavirig, Bleeding, and 
Abſtinence for a Lunatick, Would ſhew him- 
ſelf ſuch a Jack-Adams, as not to Report in 
_ general Tertus, wheti it ſo highly concern's 
his, Intereſt, vig. That there was too much 
_ Ground for a Complaint, &c. eſpecially when 
ou bad taken care, by what's too generally 
ractic'd, that the Return of your View 
ſhould. be Receiy'd. and Cteditèd without 
any Oppoſition that might ſtop the Progreſs 
of Ybur Mondpolizing Projett. 
But now we ſhall Enquite further what 
_ Subſequently appear'd to confirm your Com- 
plaint when our Cheſts were open d, and 
our Medicines view'd by your fl ful Su per- 
vifors appointed for that purpoſe, for fear 
what they did not underſtand ſhould not be 
honeſtly prepar d, Secundum Artem; and 
truly after a tedious Inſpection by the necel- 
ſary help of Mr. Marſhal's Spectacles, 
and the many Debates that aroſe about Tri. 
fles which juſt fignify d nothing, it was 4 
laſt Unanimduſſ/ concluded, by the mol 
Learn'd Confederacy, that one Cheſt it 


about the number of Fifty, as we * j 
„ 


| before ſcify'd, was thought unfit 


= PP OS of'yw mms 


e 
8 


* 
* 


vey 


1 EE + (up) | 
Service, becauſe the Diapompboligos - P 

happening to be broke in its Carriage _ 
Portſmouth, was diſcover'd to be cap'd with 
new; and this is the principal Abuſe they 
could diſcover in all the Cheſts fitted out 
by our ow nat L 
notwithſtanding they had rais'd ſuch mighty 


ſons, at whoſe Shops they knew we were 
moſt commonly furniſh'd; for tho they 
that was fitted out, as I ſaid before, by ; 
Mappin Surgeon, and not by any of thols 
Apothecaries who us'd to be the ſtandin 
Marks of the Monopolizers Envy, 2 
our aſſurance of having good Medicines at 
reaſonable Rates, had induc'd us to deal with 
them, inſtead of thoſe their Enemies, whoſe 
exorbitant Prices, and 
forc'd us to forſake em. 
Thus we may ſee, tho“ upon a prejudic'd 
Review, they could diſcover no more than 
the Negligences, or Colluſions, aforemen- 
tion'd, in ſo great a number as near Fifty 
e yet, by the Fe . a 9 
ntereſt made, your Monopoliæing Project, 
the warm af ſfanice of 5 Friend Dodo: 


for his good Service in giving a ſtrenuous 


to be intituled to a plentiful Sallery in the 
time af Peace as well as. War; and your 
. AY Plodding 


— —— W —— 


were pleas d to Condemn another Cheſt, yet 


other ill Uſage, had 


Apothecaries for that Year, 
Clamours againſt the Medicines of ſuch Per- 


, had its intended effect; ſo that he, 


— oma 


— 


— 


Plodding Worſhips injuriouſly ingroſs' inte 


Another part 'of the Order ſays, vis. To 


ſeem to import the Principal Conſideration 
fore, moſt Worthy, as well as Worſhipful 


narrowiy Enquire how far you have fulfill d 


u ſe 
th our Patients; but by ſweet Experience 
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a few Hands the Medicinal Buſineſs of the 
whole Navy-Rvyal, which us'd to be the 
Property of the Surgeons employ'd in that 
Service, to diſperſe thro' the Apothecary'; 
Trade in General, by every one Dealing 
where he could be beſt us d, before it was 
made a Monopoly by an avaritious Crew*of 
unconſcionable Oppreſſors. 


prevent the ſame (meaning Abuſes) as much 
'as may be, and that the Medicines for the 
future may be better and cheaper, I do Deſire 
and Direct yon, to Order the Surgeons of her 
Majeſty's Ships to furniſh and provide their 
Cheſts at the Common-Hall of the Company of 
Apotbecary's, and not in any other Place, the j 


Jaid Company having aſſured me they will 
furniſh both Good and Cheap, &c. | 


_ Theſe Words including fo fair a Promiſe, 
upon which'the' Order was granted; there- 


Sirs, IJ hope you will not be angry, if we 


this part of the Obligation, becauſe it is 35 
much for our honeſt Advantage to have it 
mmm perform'd, as it is for your finiſter 
nds to be negligent of the ache; for the 
dener your Medicines ire, and the cheaper 
'em, the more profitable it is for us 
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zu have made your ſelves too ſenſible, that 
Ne worſe they are, and the dearer you ſell 
em, the more gainful | it proves to you that 
are the Managers: And, pry what ſhould 
hinder a. Covetous Cabal of Crafty Jugglers 
from making their utmoſt Advantages of a 
Project formid, notwithſtanding your ſpeci- 
wn veins for no other Pad but te 

agnifie your Eſtates by an unreaſonable 
Monopob ? Beſides, what ſhould obſtruct ot 
diſappoint your avaritious Ends? Sinee Dr. 
t,, the moſt buſie Viewer of your Me- 
dicines, and your ſelves are all of a Piete, 
and have mutual Advantages th . inſo / 
much that I think we may juſtly apply the 
old Proverb to you all, vis. The Devil « 
Barrel better Herring. 

Nor can we imagine upon what Credit 
Proſpect, or with what Confidence yo — 
preſume to make ſo 1 imp jous a Promiſe, 2$ 
to ſell Better and + than the teſt of 
yay Fraternity, whe you could not be ſo 
enorant, but to know beforehand, you muſt 
fall under an inevitable gry © breaking 
your Word, to accompliſh the Ends of 

Project, Which was Self. Profit, by untea- 
forable . che infallible \ uence 

ever oly : But it is now grown 
too Pradical Aeg all Modern Politicians, 
0 couch the fouleſt Dein under the für- 


Pretences. | 


nat Bred in a Laboratory 


» 


* c 22 ) For 
Again, with what Iriſ. aſſurance could 
ba that your Medicines ſhould be 
Better than what we formerly were fur- 
niſh d with? Since you are ſenſible gue! Chi- 
—_— Opperator is 2 — a Young 
„ but in the know- 
Jedge of the Uſe, — ih not the Preparation of 
Medicines: And when he was firſt employ'd 
* ur Worſhips Service, tho“, perhaps, he 
nad often. dream d of Glauber and Paracelſis, 
| = it is well known, he ſcarce knew a 
-head from a Half-flaſk, or a Retort from 
a Urinal; yet, if you pleaſe, we'll acknow- 
ledge him a pretty Fellow; but what tho 
he be never ſo Tractable and In genious, his 
Tears cannot haveallow'd him that neceſſary 
Experience to confirm his Judgment, equal 
with Mr. Wilſon, Mr. Molts, Mr. Godfrey 
 &c, Men of Age, Art, and Character, who 
have ſo often repeated all the Courſes of 
Chimiſtry 
by whom all the Apothecaries we us'd for- 
merly to deal wa have been all along 
furnih'd with their Chimical Medicines; ſo 
that I think we may. Modeſtly ſay, There 
is little reaſon to believe your Chimical 
Preparations are better than theirs, or, in- 
deed, ſo good as they ſhould be, becauſe 
they have often been prov!'d. Counterfeit by 
other Ohimiſts. 
Beſides, every Chimiſt of Reputation buys 
his on Drugs, * will be careful —_— 
Soo 


roficient, 


with univerſal Approbation, and 


pleaſed to fur 


FP 
good, for the Credit of their Medicines, 
which no Man is bound to buy by any 
Order from the Admiralty; ſo that if they are 
found naught, they injute at once both their 
Character and their Buſineſs; their Me- 
dicines having nothing to recommend them 
to Sale but their ue 2 Goodneſs. 
But your Wotſhips Opperator is upon; 
different Foot, and is fore d to- be era 
with ne and Simples as you are 
ih him with; and we know 
your Worſhips are ſuch Frugal Gentle- 
men, as to think that which is cheapeſt, 
tho? bad, moſt fit for your Purpoſe: In 
ſhort, how can we expect to be Honeſtly 
dealt by, ſince we that are your Cuſtomers, 
are fore d, net only, to your Hall, but to take 
ſuch Quantities of ſuch Medicines as your 
Confederate Phyſician and your ſelves, ſhall 
think proper for your Intereſt, and at your 
own Prices; and if we murmur, or com- 
plain of out ill Uſage, we are preſently. 
talled Raſcals, and threaten'd with the loſs 
of our Imployments; ſo that hitherto we 
have been oblig'd to conceal, for our own 
lafry, what we ought to have Publiſh'd, 
and compel'd to beat what we ought not 
to have ſuffer'd. | 5 
To further prove how you impoſe up- 
on us, and how far you deviate from pou 
promiſe of Better and Cheaper ;. I hope 
you cannot but remember What a Conki- 


D derable 


—ä — 
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Sd, WS. 
derable parcel of Cortex Peru you bouglit ! 
of a certain Perſon at Three Shillings and! 
Six Pence per Pound, which you afterwards / 
charg'd to us at Twenty Shillings per Pound, Ml © 
and ſometimes more, as we are able to prove ! 
by our ſeveral Invoices ; ſo that in the firſt Ml * 
late it could not be Good becauſe you t 
bought it ſo Cheap; and in the next place, MW * 
you could not be Honeſt, becauſe contrary to iſ # 
your Promiſe, you Sold it ns ſo Dear. 
Nor is this the only particular Inſtance be 
of the Unjuſtifiable Hardſhips you impoſe 
frequently upon' us ; for notwithſtanding 
you propos'd to his "Royal Highneſs, that 
all your Medicines ſhould be © faithfully 
diſpens'd at your common-Hall, and that 
an Affidavit ſhould be made to the ſame 
purpoſe, yet it has been render'd evident 
by indubitable Perfons, that you have Bought 
up large quantities of ſtale Medicines from 
your private Friends, at very low Rates, 
with which, contrary to your Promiſe, 
vou have furniſh'd our Cheſts, and charg'd 
the ſame, inſtead of Better and Cheaper, 
' at Cent per Cem, to the great Abuſe both 
of our ſelves and Patients; for we have 
been often forc'd to pay Extortion for ſuch 
. worthleſs Medicaments as have loſt their 
Vertue, old Shop-keepers, more fit for a 
Dung-hill than the Sea-Service. 
And that your Worſhips may not want 
inſtances of theſe your Siniſter Practices, 
| | pray 
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E 
pray be pl-as'd to remember the Four or 
Five Hundered Weight of Venice Treacle, 
Mithradate, and the large Quantities of 
Gaſcoins Powder, with many other Particu- 
lars, which you have bought at once, out of 
2 private Shop in Grace-Church-Street, for 
the Service of the Navy, and impos'd them 
upon us as your own genuine Preparations, 
at unconſcionable Prices. 25 | 

Therefore, ſince you can buy much chea- 
per of others than you can make your ſelves, - 
why is it not reaſonable to believe that 
others may ſerve us at more eaſie Rates, and 
with -as good Medicines, notwithſtanding 
the ſpecious Pretences you Falaciouſſy made 
to his Royal Highneſs, in order to accompliſli 
your injurious Monopoly. | 5 

Neither is there any Affidavit made of the 


true Preparation of thoſe Medicines which 


are diſpenc'd at your Common-Hall, accor- 
ding to your Propoſals, and alſo the Order of 
his Royal Highneſs ;, ſo that the Truſt and 
Management of the Gainful Affair, are 
wholly. left to the doubtful Sincerity of 
vour Worthips own Conſciences, which we 
have all along had great cauſe to fear, are 
too large, or too little, to do us common 
Juſtice. | 

Beſides, Monopolies were ever found full 
of unſufferable Frauds, and heavy Exactions, 
and the crafty Monopoliſts always deſerving 
of the odious Character of Miſerly Op- 
preſſors. D 2 And 
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And that it is a Monopoly, there is no- 
thing more evident; for tho' the Order was Ne 
ſued for, and obtain'd in the Name of the y 
Company, which was not fair Dealing with t 

the Power that granted it, yet the whole Wl o 
Buſineſs is Engroſs'd, and Manag'd by half WW y 
a Dozen of you at moſt, who will not ſo p 
much as Summons any of the Subſcribers y 
to your Committees, which are never Annua- tl 
ally Elected as they ought to be, according WM a 
to the common Method obſerv'd in ſuch t 
Undertakings, but made up of only ſuch t 
Perſons, who you have rk engag'd to be 
true to your Intereſt; ſo that you carry on 
the whole Affair in ſo obſcure a manner, ¶ be 
that the reſt are kept Strangers to your dark W w 
Proceedings, that the Advantages of your iſ 01 
Project may plentifully flow, abſtracted from he 


the reſt of the Subſcribers, into your own Ii as 
Pockets. 3 

Secondly, Before the Order was obtain'd, ſu 
the furniſhing the Navy-Surgeons with good th 
and proper Medicines was. diffuſive at large w 
thro? the whole Fraternity of Apothecaries, an 
ſo that every one was free to ſhare in the in 
Advantage thereof; but now the whole C 
Buſineſs is Engroſs'd into Huxters hands, to at 
the intolerable Detriment, and great Impo- ar 
veriſhment of the Trade in General, the u 
Monopoliſts excepted. th 

Thirdly, Having fo great a Vend for your an- 
Medicines, and a Publick Stock to Trade M. 

| with, 


/ 


„ 
with, it gives you frequent Opportunities 
of Engroſſing Druggs at a time of Scarcity, 
which would otherwiſe be in Common to 
the whole Trade, that even thoſe of your 
own Fraternity, who have'no Authority in 
your Hall, muſt be compel'd to pray, and 
pay moſt Extravagant Rates for them, to 
your hungry Subſtitutes, by your Order, fo 
that they muſt be forc'd to ſwell their Bills, 
and advance the Prices of their Medicines, 
to the great Oppreſſion of their Needy Pa- 
tients, which is an Injury to the Poor, as 
well as to the Publick m general. 

Fourthly, Tho? time out of mind it has 
been a Liberty allow'd, intirely conſiſtent 
with the Buſineſs of #Surgeon, for every 
one to fit out his own Cheſt whereſoever 
he pleaſes, and with ſuch good Medicines 
as he ſhall think proper; but ſtill, for the 
prevention of any Frauds, to have our Cheſts 
2 to ſuch Eee as the 3 

all appoint; Yet now by your Monopol 
we 2 abridg'd of ih Priviledge, 
and forc'd to {ubmit to ſuch Medicines, both 
in Quantity and Quality, as you and your 
Confederate Phyſician ſhall impoſe upon us 
at your own unreaſonable Prices, ſo that we 
are often over-burthen'd with a parcel of 
uſeleſs and unneceſſary Trifles, purely for 
the promotion of your own Private Intereſt, 
and as often ſtraighten'd in more valuable 
Medicines of ten times 527 efficacy: Beſides, 

2 In 
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in the Buſineſs of Surgery, there are daily 
new Diſcoveries, and the courſe of Practice 
very often alters, according to the different 
Climates to which we happen to be Bound ; 
but as the Caſe now ſtands, we muſt be ſtill 
contin'd to an old dull Envoice, ſettled by 
ſuch Intereſted Perſons, who know nothing, 
or very little of the matter. 
Therefore, ſince the Surgeons of the 
| Royal Navy are abſolutely diveſted of their 
Antient Priviledge of Buying, and the Apo- 
thecaries of Selling their own Medicines, 
except ſuch who are liſted into your Cabal 
of Managers, pray how can your Injurious 
Project deſerve any other Denomination 
than a Pernicious Monopoly? For tho' the 
Word, in a Gramatical Senſe, fignifies the 
Engroſſing of Commodities into the hands 
of but one Perſon, yet, in the Senſe of the 
Law, it is the ſame thing, tho' accompliſh'd 
by ſeveral. | 
As to the Prince's Letter to the Com- 
manders of the Fleet, we only Re-printed it 
to ſhew his R— 1] H-—-ſ#s Princely 
Care, and Good Intention, to prevent all 
ſuch Frauds and Collufions as might, in all 
probability, be put in Practice by ſome ill 
Men, to the Danger and Abuſe of her Ma- 
jeſty's Seamen ; but as the Complaints at 
that time laid before the Prince's Council, 
were principally Grounded upon the Com- 
plainants Private Intereſt, in order to inveſt 
me | themſelves 
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themſelves with a Power of committing, fot 
their own Advantage, thoſe very Abuſes 
which they had 1 others with- 
out juſt Reaſon, we therefore have thought 
it our Duty to clear our ſelves, as alſo our 
Friends, with whom we formerly Dealt, 


from the falſe Imputations which Doctor 


A——s, in Confederacy with your ſelves, 
have been pleas'd ſo unjuſtly to caſt upon 
us, as if you had a mind to verifie the Old 
Political Maxim, viz. That Private Calumny, 
is better than Publick Force, to ruin a Dange- 
rous Adverſary. 

And that all things in relation to our 
preſent Affair may be ſet in a clear Light, 
and Matters on both ſides be very fairly 
Canvaſs'd, we ſhall charge you with nothin 
but undeniable Fact, in return of the fata 
blow you have given, not only to us, but 
your own. F 1 tho', Iike unſkilful 
Gladiators, you had always the misfortune 
* carrying your Weapons with a falſe 
edge. 

Therefore, to further prove what a won- 
derful regard you have always had to your 
promiſſory Inſinuations of Better and Cheaper, 
thoſe inde ring Words, which were the 
very Shoeing-Horns that drew on your 
Project to its intended Iſſue, we cannot 
but refreſh your declining Memories with 
the following Invoice, wherein it will 
plainly appear that you have chargd 
kgs ſeveral 
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ſeveral Druggs as well as Medicines, at Cent 
per Cent, and the whole particulars of the 
Invoice, if jointly computed, at, or about 
Forty per Cent, as will be evident in the 
Articles of the following Invoice Beyond 
all Contradiction. | | 
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A True Copy of an Invoice to fhew the wnreaſonabl: | 
- Extortion of the Craving Monopoliffs. 

* EL 5 Dem be Prices We m 
| | The Halls | 25 by Privn 
| Prices. | Apot hecaries. 

1 | _ ＋ 7 7 7 4 17 * 2 
x - OZ, . 4. 5 „% 4. . 
— — | | - EE 1 E 92912 
Aqua. | 1 e | 
F | 1 1 N ö 4 
nam. fort. 1 e | | 
„ EE 
th, Cord. 1: —. a1 4-1; $ | 
Mirabilis. the —1 1 — — 1 2 4 1 16 
Therſacal. I j—; — 214 * 16 
l ; þ ö 
B IJ. „ | 42 
Capivie. — — x | tk} 2 — 4 
Lucatelli. — 1 — 44 E- 215 
Sulph. Anis. 1 | ſme} 2 — WM, | 
Tereb. ——|— I | n 2 3 * : 2 
| Conf. | | | | | 
Abfinth. Rom. — 1— — . 1 6 
Berber or. 1— [me 271 1 | 6 
Rofar. Rub. I * as 2 |—| I 6 
A Cort. 1 | | | | 
| IGranator, —=—|] 1 <<] 2þ— -' a 
Peru.. — 1 11 — - | a 210. | 
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Peftoral, ——— He 


15. foz. 
Elec. 
Michrtdar _ « WY wo 
r 112 
Ther. Androm.— : 1 11 — 
3 
12 
12 
1 
1 — 
22 
1 — 
1 | 
1 — 
1 j— 
1 
| 
Oroci A 2 — 1 
—— 1 
Me lilo... 12 — 
Rofar, Rb — 1 | — 
Gum. | 
Camphore. EN 1 
Gambogij, —— 1 |-- 
—_—- 7 
3 3 
Sang. — ; — 
Herb. 
Card Ben. —— 1 
om — tor — 
Foment. ro — 
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_ LA The H albs 7 2 by privat 
I 2X Aporhec aries. 
— 1 — 
N it. 1. FIR þ d. 
— US | ns Bu — eee 
1 | 
1 | 3 | 
Guajact, ————; N 
Sant. Rubr. I | | : p I 7 — | 
Foo Ch. 1 ot gi] — 
Catellorum. -—— 8 . K 1 | 
rgophilor Ch. — 1 8 Sin 
Lilior um. | " 1 s ILA 121 
Lini. — 1 9 = 4 7 
n 1 1 318 wy i 6 
Roſarum 1 9 FA 
Rute Com. Ll Il | 9 2 4 
Sambuci. —— 1 N ö 71 4 2 8 | x 4 4 
_—_ pay br * 1 — + | 8 
Terebinch ; 1 ES Mall 8 rs 
Pill. 3 | 
Ex Duobu. >| 4 SB | F 
Stomach cu Gum I 17 | nan 5 4 
De Styrate. F 4 
| | | 
| _ | | | | 
Diagridis ' MA 8 
Gaſcon. 8 AOL & he : A 
Reſtr. Maj. ers | 4. 
C ae 
e — e 39 ay” | 4 | 
„ 
Altheæ.— n n 
Gentian: eee 1 5%; wan - 
| Ipecacuan. +0 p aa — 4 
Liqu'rit. — 5 * 3 a | 
Rhabarb. | | I WS — f — — | 
[Serp. Vire. *. 1 —.— 
NY a tl. gol 4 
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|} „ „ „t. Prices wecan! 
| The Hall 1 ſerv'd byprivat 
| Prices, _| | [Apothecuries. _ 
1 I. or. J. 4. 7 : 4. 5 d. 
— — — — NES SP Ty — ma ag, — 
| | | 
Sal. | | | | | 
Abſinth. - ! — "wx wa 10 | 8 5 4 « 
Dee 
IPrunel. — — — 1— TIE 2 -_ — 1 = 4 
Tartari. — | — — 1 — 1 — 4.1 
Vitrioli.— — 1. + rams — | 41— 
Sem. | | E i 
| | | 
Anifi, ——— 1 mas 11 7 E 10 
oriandri. 1121 — —1—1 4 
Cardui. Ben. „ 1 "A * 2 — — 1 — 
Frigid Maj. — | 1 — 2b—| {2 4 
i. — 1 1218421 I 4 
| 
Spit ĩt. q | | 
Con —] E176 ve 
Lavendu.—— 1 — 61 8. a | 
Nitri Dulc. 1— s|4|—-4|38 
Sal. Armon, — — 1 wan” 7104 E 4 — 
$4], Vol. Oleos. —— 1 1 5 „ 
Vini. Re ct. I — HE 1} 2 | Ha 1 |— 
Vittioi, ——— T'— |- err] — 2 | — 
| | 
Syr. | | * | 
x | | 
Oxym. Sil. 1 1— — Z — — 1 6 
De Mecon. 1— — 2 — 1 1 6 
De Spin Cærv. — 1 1 — — 2 | 4 bh I 8 
Mellis. Angl.—— 11. —— 8 |] —,;, 6 
| 1 
Tint. | | | | | 
Myrrhe — l 4 —| jſ—] 2 2 
Martis, Myns. ——| I — - — 4 981 —| 
Troch. | | | 
(Alb, Rhaſis. If! 8\f-) i 4 
& 


(34) 


wn | | 0 — | The Pris — 
by | The HalPs beſerv'd by — 
| | Prices. | Apothecaries. 
. 5 #. oz. I. 5. +4 „ 1 d. 
7 N 
| Uns, | . N , ; 
| A Cam h. — 1 — 116 RE 1 2 
8 1— 2 . : 
. Pore.—— 11. g | —— 
= 4 r| 6 1 ; 4 
1] I — a_—_— — 
iel. Sapon. 1 — | 1] 4 | | 7 p 
Nervinum [3 lend fd 2 — j--| 
| Po 2 I, e 
[Prepar.Chym varie. N | | ; | 
| | 
ERC : eee 
Croc. Mar. Ap 122.8 — | 
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We will now appeal to any impartial 
Apothecary, or other Perſons who are com- 
petent Judges of the Price of Druggs and 
Medicines, whether we might not be us'd 
with as much Conſcience, were we equal- 
ly Oblig'd to fit our Cheſts at a Tally» 
mans; not but that the Order wag gran- 
ted you with a Noble Deſign of preven- 
ting thoſe very Abuſes which we are forc'd 
to ſuffer under the crafty Avarice, and 
fradulent Exactions of you that are the 
Managers; nor ſhould we have the leaſt 
cauſe of Complaint _ you, would you 
make good your aſſurances to his Royal 
Highneſs, or at leaſt, inſtead of uſing us 
better and cheaper, furniſh us but as well 
and as reaſonably as we have always been 
Dealt by at private Shops, when we en- 
joy'd our Liberty of chuſing our own 
Apothecaries. : 
Not that we are ſo Partial to our ſelves 
as either to deſire, or expect that our 
Cheſts, ſo furniſh'd, ſhould paſs into the 
Service without ſuch a View as his Royal 
Highneſs, in his own Wiſdom, ſhould think 
moſt expedient, for that 1s no more than 
what is highly juſt and reaſonable: But 
what Surgeon of the Navy amongſt us 
can forbear thinking it a great Hardſhip? 
that we muſt lie at the Mercy of three 
or four Fumbling, Old, Miſerly Curmud- 
geons, who are {kill'd in little elſe beſides 
: getting | 


: ES]. - 
ſetting of Money, and which the World 
nows 1s the very principal End of all their 
Undertakings, let their Projects be couch'd 
under what pretences ſoever, and that we 
who underſtand our own Buſineſs a thou- 
ſind times better than the. Cabal can pre- 
tend to that preſide over us, ſhould be de- 
d the Liberty of Buying our own 


n 
| Brugg and Medicines, and be forc'd to 


Truckle under the heavy Impoſitions of a 
parcel of grey Headed Cormorants, who fit at 
the Tavern in Eaſe and Safety, purring and 
contriving over their Cordials of Canary, how 
to mould us into ſuch Conduit-Pipes, that 
may fooliſhly convey our own Money into 
their Coffers, for that in ſhort 1s the only 
Deſign of their Amphibious Project; ſo we 
properly may call it, becauſe it was hatch'd 
between a Fumbling Phyſician and a Grum- 
bling Apothecary, to grind us out of the 


beſt part of our Wages, after we have juſtly 


deſerv'd what we have a Title to receive, 
with the hazard, not only of our Lives, but 
of the Welfare of our Families. 
Nor are we only abus'd in your Extrava- 
gant Prices, but often in the Staleneſs of 


* Druggs, and the Adulteration of your 


edicines, which have been frequently 
found fault with by your Friend afore- 


mention'd, who moſt commonly views them, 


but ſtill the Abuſe is ſtifl'd by a private ap- 


plication of the true Golden Elixir, which 


* 


preſently 


— ' 
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preſently remedies the Deficiencies of either 
Decay d or Counterfeit, and makes em | 
muſter into the Navy Service, as well as 
the beſt Medicaments; for the hands of 
ſome Old Phyficians are ſo benumb'd and 
harden'd with taking large Fees, that their 
Palms are unable to feel the difference be- 
tween a Bribe and a Reward, fo that every 
Gift may be ſure of an avaritious Graſp that 
tumbles into their Clutches. * 

In the next place, tho? your ſpecious Pre- 
tences, upon the advance of your Monopoly, 
were only to ſerve her Majeſty's Navy with 
Medicines better and cheaper, yet you could 
not be content alone to engroſs that Buſi- 
neſs, but in the infancy of your Project, 
before you had prepar'd any, or at leaſt ve- 
ry few Medicines at your Hall, according 
to you Propoſals, you induſtriouſly inſinu- 
ated your ſelves into ſome of the Committee 
of the Eaſt-India Company, that you might 
furniſh their Ships and Factories abroad, 
and according to your Wiſhes prevail'd upon 
the Company to adorn, your Caps with this 
tine new Feather, inſomuch that you hud- 
a'd up above Five hundred Pounds-worth 
of Druggs, Herbs, and Medicines for the 
Company's Service, in hopes that the ſame 
[mpoſitions would have paſs'd currant upon 
them, which you have ſo often repeated to 
the Royal Navy ; but the Committee being 
appriz'd of your unfair Practices, a_ 

= 4a | * one 


C38) - 
Tome of their Members, who were well 
ſkill'd in Medicines, to inſpect your Invoyces, 
who, upon a fair and impartial Examination, 
found you had put up vaſt Quantities of 

- uſeleſs Druggs, and unneceſſary Medicines, 
on purpoſe to multiply the Articles, and 
enhance the Sums of your Invoyces to 

your own advantage. But becauſe they 
would not make uſe of their Power, as you 
do of yours, that is, to be Judges in their 
own Cauſe, they apply'd themſelves to two 
Eminent Apothecaries in this 'Town, who 
jointly, with the Members of the Ezfi-Indis 
Company afore-mention'd, made an honeſt 
Report, free of all Partiality, to a General + 
Committee; the Purport of which was 2s f 
; th 


follows, 
A Recital of the Report. fe 
Gentlemen, jo 


FT Aving with all imaginable Care, purſu- be 
ant to your Orders, made a juſt and 7 
faithful Inſpection, without the leaf 4 
Prejudice, 4 all che Invoyces of the ſevera H 
Parcels of Drug gs, Herbs, and Medicines, put I an, 
wp at Apothecary's-Hall for the Service of ber 
the Company We therefore think our ſelves | Hy 
oblig d, in diſcharge of the Truſt you have th, 
repos'd in us, to acquaint the Honourabl: Is 
Members y this General Committee, that all, 7) 


and ſingular the ſaid Invoyces committed * 
£5 Gu 4 


(39) 
our View and Confiderdtion, are very UnſtiF 
fully and Ignorantly charg'd with unneceſſ#y 
Druggs, and wſeleſs Medicines, ſome thut are 
neither adapted to the Diftempo#c incident to 
the ſeveral Fafories, to Which they are c-. 
frond, and others unable to preſerve their 
Eftcacy ing half the time of an FaſtsIndia' 
Vojage ;, and that all fuch'Druggs amd Meui- 
caments, principally fit for the Honourable 
Company's Service in their Factories abroad 
ate totally omitted, or at leaſt inſerted in 
ſuch diminutive Quantities, as are wholly in- 
een for that Service to which they are 
appointed, 5 W 
We have alſo further obſerv'd, that in the 
Cheſts computed for 350 Men, that the Un- 
ſralful Compoſers have inſerted no more in 
their Inmoyce than fix Ounces of Manna, the 
ſame quantity of Spaniſh F lies, half a Pint 
F Treacle Water, and the like, which can 
ſerve only for an application to the Preſident, 
and ſhould any of the reſt need it, they muſt 
be content without. 9 wee Articles 
of” their Invoyces chiefly conſiſting of Con- 
Ning 88 Simple Waters, Vick 
Herbs, &c. inſionificant Trifles (oi Vertue, 
and ver ſje to decay, in all to the nun- 
ber . Ninety fix Particulars, when every 
Honeſt and Skilful Apothecary muſt allow, 
that Fifteen at moſt of the numerous Diver- 


Ji will anſwer the ſame Ends in all Caſes 


wherein they ſhall be needful ; So that u 
5 n F cannot 


© 


F 
ae but conceive from good and reaſonable 
rg 


unde, that the Inveyces have been Cal- 
culated for the private Ends of the Under- 
takers who have furniſbed you with ſuch un- 
neceſſary Medicaments, much rather than for 
tbe Preſervation, or Recovery of the Health 
of your Factorier, according to the good In- 


Sention of the Morſbipfii Company. 


No ſooner had this Report found a ſpeedy 
acceſs to the Ears of your Cabal, in the 
beginning of your Monopoly, but you pre- 
fently reolv'd upon the following Stratagem 
to revenge the Diſhonour, which you knew 
in your Conſcience you had but juſtly 
„ vane (fi rar Mat 
. And accordingly agreed (when your Nod- 
dles were rfl Sith & "enrifal Glaſs) 
that when the two Apethecaries, who had 
aſliſted the Members of the Ea/t-India Com- 


pany, were gone from home, 8 would 


craftily make uſe of the lucky Opportunity 
to get Samples of their Medicines, that pur- 
ſuant to your Prejudice you might Judge 
and Con them, as you had unanimou 

reſoly'd to do before ever yon had viewd 
'em, in hopes thereby to leſſen the Credit 
of thoſe Perſons, who had diſcover'd your 
Colluſions, ſo much to your diſadvantage : 
notwithſtanding you had before certify 
under your hands above fifty. times the gen- 
uine Goodneſs of their Medicjnes 


{ 
C 
; 
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As alſo, when by the Authority of y 
Order, together with the N of — 
buſie Phyſician, your old fumbling Confede- 
rite, you had remanded ſome Cheſts, fitted 
out by the ſame Apothecaries, from Portf- 
mouth, Chattam, and the Downs, in hopes t9 
diſcover ſome Fraud or other that you. might 


manage to Advantage; yet their Mcdiciney 
— 15 good, ws, LN Honeſty fo Fg 
that you could not find the moſt migute 
Fault with any of the Cheſts which had 
been fitted out by either of the two Apothe- 
caries afore N which e 9 
ly certify'd, not on your ſelves, but 
ito we? Phyſicians ſo Lobende for the 
Sick and Wounded. Nt oi 

However, in ſome time after, your Malice 
being agitated by the Detection of your 
Frauds, the Deſign .you had form'd againſt 
the Difcovexers of your Practices, was put 
in Execution fo far, that you took.away ſe- 
veral Samples of Medicines from one of the 
Apothecary's Shop, which, according to your 


premedirated Judgment, you determin'd to 
be Bad; but the other Apothecary happenin 
to be at home, ſo difappointed your purpoſe 
on his part, that 2 were forc d to ſneak off 
like a Gang of Counter-Sergeants baffld by 
a Nebtor in the Execution of their Office, 
hanging _ r heads like Mr. Warden 
D——y:5, and his Dogs, who were brought 


along with yougs 57 ſutable aſliſtance. * 
2 


- 
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But the abſent Apothecary, at whoſe Shop d 
vou had collected the Samples, being ſoon | 
inform'd of the Meaſures you had taken, in 
order to perpetrate that Revengeful Miſchief I b 
ou had thus deſign d, ſoon reſolvd upon a Ml Ii 
ucky Expedient that might Countermine | 
our, Stratagem, | 7 turn the edge of the hk 
Veapon you hat advanc'd againſt him, upon te 
your own Foreheads. WEE AN th 
» . Accordingly, he ſends two Reputable WW a! 
Perſons to each of your Shops to buy up 


Specimens of your own Medicines, with tic 
Orders, that every. Mans Samples ſhould I he 
be kept ſeperate, alſo mark'd with a diſtinct IU an 
Number, that, if need requir'd, they might b- 
the better be .qualify'd to make Oath of all i 
the ſeveral Particulars, in caſe you ſhould 
oppoſe the Truth with wrangling Obje4i- ſte 
ons, or falſe Equivocations. = abi 
The Apothecary thus provided to baffle I cor 
your Deſign, and diſappoint your Malice, ¶ the 
attended your Cabal; and in anſwer to the rea 
Complaint you had exhibited againſt his II pre 
' Medicines, told you, That the Samples you ! 
bad taken were not fairly Collected, for that pru 
ſame of the Preparations were not thoroughly to! 
Hniſbd; but that he had brought ſome Spect- iſ Cer 
mens along with him, that he would preſume || the 
to ſtand by, deſiring your favourable Opi- his 
nion of the ſame. Pats 4 you 
Upon which your Grizly Worſhips, as of t 
Fall of Prejudice and Vengg,” as ſo many I you 
Thongs ot DO diſcarded I © 


<2 
diſcarded Cotittiers, unhaſping the Caſes of 
our artificial Eyes, Pn SaddFd your 

Voles with vour Chriſtial Spectacles, and 
by the neceſſary help of your magnifying 
Implements made ſo nice an inſpection, that 
ou Unanimouſly gave your Determinate 
udgment, That they were all Naught, Coun- 
terfeit, unfit for uſe, and much worſe than 
the former, and that there uu, not one toler- 
able. Medicine in the whole Packets, © 
To which Condemnation, your Poli- 
tick Antagoniſt made this reply, vis. That 
be hop'd you woul1 lay aſide all Prejudice, 
and give a fair Fudgment f the Specimens 
mn you, according to the beſt of your 
| nowledge. ALES „ 
But your vex'd Worſhips being ſpitefully 
ſtedfaſt in your partial Sentiments,reſolv'd to 
abide by your firſt Opinion, and — 
uffn f your previous Judgment, with all 
the Severity that an obſtinate Offender could 
reafonably expect from a powerful Bench of 
provok'd Judges, | 1 
Which was no ſooner done, but the 
prudent Culprit, thinking it high time 
to refcue his Reputation from the inveterate 
Cenſures'you had firſt wrongfully paſt upon 
the Samples you had collected unfairly from 
his Shop, began very Smilingly to acquaint | 
your Gravities with all the — 
of the Affair premis'd, that the Imputation 
you had endeavour d to fix upon him, might 
2 return 


juſtl ( * . d make 
retumn upon your ſelves, and m 
your fumbling Cabal become a common 


aughing-Stock to your whole Fraternity. 


Thus when you believ'd you had fully 
gratify'd yaur 1 and by the Wing ill 
of your Malice had fancifully climb'd to h 
the very Zenith of Satisfaction, he Scoffing- th 
ly declar d, the Specimens you had view 'd to ll Þ: 


be all your own Medicines; and to convince 
you of the truth, aflur'd you, The Perſon: 
who had bought them were waiting at the Door, 


aud according to the Numbers of every Pot, 


— = 


Glaſs, or Paper, would readily make Oath 


your ſelves. 
d Worſhips had more 


Hat * 
. 
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Cifes, vou apptoy'd the Caſcoin's Powder 
taken out of one Shop, and Condemn'd the 
ſame collected from another, as mix'd 
with Flowet of Brimſtone, when the latter 
had none but what had been horrow'd of 
the former, as was made manifeſt to your 
purblind Worſhips beyond all Objection. 
Nor ate the malicious Practices of your 
ctafty Projector old G5 leſs viſible upon 
other Occaſions, for if any Member of your 
Society fhall preſume to complain of the 
arbitrary Meaſures us'd by him and his Ac- 
complices to Babble the Company, and bring 
them into Debt, in order to keep them in the 
greater Subjection: Specimens of his or their 
Medicines ſhall be preſently ſent for to your 
Hall, and, whether Good of Bad, ſhall be cer- 
tinly condemn'd out of meer Prejudice, on 
purpoſe to leſſen their Reputation, and de- 
ſtroy their Intereft : Nor will your Leader, 
67, or your ſelves, loſe any Opportu- 


nity of reven private Pique 

wc of your kalen after the 2 
ner, as will appear ſufficiently in the fol 
lowing Inſtance. 

No fooner had Her Majeſty been Graci- 
ouſly pleas'd to Uiſtinguiſh Mr. Malibu with 
fo geen N 3 when as td 
i t him Her Apothecary, ' | 

piteful Old Fox, Mr. 65 wry in CN. 
nation with your ſelves, procur d Speci- 
mem of his Medicines our uf meer Envy, in 


1 (46) 
order to Condemn them according to youy 
Prejudice, in hopes to render him thereby 3 

Perſon unwotthy of that Honour which 

_ Her Majeſty had been pleas'd to confer up- 
on him anfwerable to his Merit, forgetting 
how. great an Affront it was to Royal Wil- 
dom, in endeavouring to leſſen the Genie of 
ſo 28 . Man, in whom the oo of Ma- 

jeſty's had very worthily repos'd fo great a 

— 7 v fr _—_ ou had no juſt 

grounds to undervalue his * ar leah or to 
ſuſpect his Integrity. 

Therefore, how far it is reaſonable that 

the Navy Surgeons ſhould be oblig d to de- 

pend upon the Juſtice and Judgment of ſuch 

a Money loving Clan of old, fumbling, im- 
perious, craving, ignorant Monopoliſts let the 

World Judge. Jv 
Or that fuch a Hungry Cabal of Inſatiate 
Mamoniſts ſhould have Cheque upon the 


Pay of ſo Conſiderable a Branch of Her Majer 


ſty's Navy, as the Fraternity of Surgeons 
imploy'd therein, cannot be thought reafon- 
able by any who are acquainted with your 
ul Practices. 3 | | 
Nor do you only cover or ſecure your own 
Debts, under the Inffuence you have of gran: 
ding, or refuſing, forwar ing, or delaying 
our Certificates, but alſo. Debts due to any 
other Perſon or Perſons who will but Bribe 
either your ſelves or your Clark to Certifie 
ke fame, as in: its proper Place we ſhall male 

-manifeſ. . Suppoſẽ 


— 0 
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out Suppoſe your Wiſdoms, c_ to the 
Y 2 WM Worlds Opinion, were ſo well Skill'd in 
ich WW Pharmacy and 2 and that your 
up- W Underlin Diſpenſers and Opperitors were 
ung WW ſuch Cunning Fellows, as to prepare your 
Vi WM Medicines much better than private Perſons, 
t of according. to the preſumptive Promiſe you 
W- WW made to his er Highneſs; and that your 
it 1 W Generous Worſhips were ſo dim ſighted to- 
jut W wards your own Intereſt, as to Sell them 
% Cheaper (as you have engag'd to do) than 
vthers would afford them; if fo —— 

Pray what are the Reaſons that the Sea- 
Ports, Dock-Yards, Army, &c. ſhould be 
unhappily debarr'd of ſuch wonderful Ad- 
vantages ? For in all Juſtice they ought to be 
furniſh'd with as good - Medicines, Druggs, 
Sc. as the Royal Navy; and it is as highly 
conſiſtent with the Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and 
Intereſt of a Government, to take the ſame 
Care of them in every particular ; therefore 
how comes it-about, that the furniſhing of 
Cheſts for the ſeveral Services aforemen- 
tion'd ſhould be ſtill continu'd in Private 
Hands, if, purſuant to your confident Aſſu- 
rances, you are able to ſupply them with 
Better and Cheaper Medicines than the reſt 
of your Fraternity ? This alone is ſufficient 


are found unqualify'd to perform your Pro- 


ke in A Phyfical way in 74 Sea-Ports, 22 
*. 


to convince any Reaſonable Man, that you 


miſe, or, doubtleſs, the Perſons who preſide 


— — — th. 
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Yards, Army, ec. without an Order to 
enjoin them, would become your Cuſtomers; 
for who would not Deal where they ſhall be 
ſerv'd Beſt and Cheapeſt? | 
Therefore we have reaſons to believe, that 
others think you as Deceitful, and as Mer- 
cenary, as we have always found you; for 
8 Uſage is ſuch, that no Body who 
nows you cares to have Dealings with you. 
So that we, who are the Surgeons of the 
Navy, think our ſelves oblig'd to Memori- 
alize our Hardſhips, ſince our Noſes alone 


are ſo ſeverely held to your Unmerciful 


Grindſtone. 


But how, indeed, ſhould we expect 


bodther than careleſs Miſtakes, as well 


as willful Impofitions, in the putting up 
our Medicines, ſince thoſe, your Servants, 
who have the care of Compounding and 
Diſpenſing the ſame into out ſeveral Cheſts, 
according to the Invoices, are ſuch indefa- 
tigable Sots, as to fit from Fen in the 
Morning till Ten at Night at the King-- 
Head Derby-Ale-Houſe, till they are forc'd 
to totter home with a Candle and Lanthorn, 
that Dances as they reel like an Ignis fatimis 
o'er a Country Common, leaving their Buli- 
neſs to be diſpatch'd by thoſe who under- 
ſtand it as little as a Horſe-Mountebanł does 
the Goodneſs of thoſe Medicines he recom- 
mends to the Multitude. $864 0 
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Having thus far reminded you of the 
Frauds and Abuſes we have detected in your 


Medicines, which, according to your Pro- - 


miſe, ſhould have been Better and Cheaper, 
we ſhall now proceed to the admirable Me- 
thod you obſerve in Viewing our Cheſts 
when they are fitted for the Service ; for 


without the amicable Connivance of your 


good Friend in Commiſſion, your Colluſions 
would have much more difficulty to paſs 
muſter, than now they meet with : But 
ſome Phyſicians, to oblige you Apothecaries, 
will certifie the Goodneſs of thoſe Medicines 
they are no Judges of, as fome Ignorant 
Council will ſet their Hands to warrant a 
Declaration which they cannot conſtrue. 


Amongſt the wither d Sons of Aſculapius, 


inveſted with the Authority of Superviſing 
the Surgeons Cheſts, when fitted by your 
Wiſdoms for the Navy Service, there is a 
certain Grave Parace!/ion more buſie than 
the reſt, who, for the ſake of ſome advan» 
tages that flow from the Monopoliſts, more 
conſtantly attends that weighty Buſineſs 
than any of his Brethren, not to detect 
Frauds for the Service of the Publick, but 
tor the ſiniſter Profit which he makes to 
himſelf by winking at your Errors. 
Tho! we cannot but allow he has much 
more Wit than his fam'd Clerkenwel nameſake, 
vet it is very wonderful that a Gentleman 
o Ignorant of Druggs . Medicines, _ 
2 8 
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CT. 
he was Sworn into his Honourable Poſt, 
ſhould immediately, by virtue of his new 
Authority, be ſo highly inſpir'd with ſuch 
proper Forms and regulating Meaſures, for 
the better Government of what related to 
the Exchange of Priſoners; as alſo to the 
perfect knowledge of Medicinal Preparations, 
inſomuch that if he did but Peep into a 
Venice Treacle Pot, he could preſently diſ- 
cover whether the Trochiſts of 'Squills were 
made with white Orabus, or red Cicers, ac- 
cording to the Colledge, or with Powder of 
white Dittony Roots, purſuant to Zwelfer, 
deliver'd by Moſes Charras, whether the 
Viper was Whip'd before he was Kill'd to 
drive the Venom into his Head and Tail, 
and afterwards Boild with Salt and Dill, in 
order to diſperſe what Poiſon was left in the 
enrag'd Creature; or that their Bodies were 
made into Trochi/ks, &c. | 

Alſo whether the Trachiſks, Hedyc broi, 
were firſt Made, and then Beaten with the 
reſt of the Species; cr the Ingredients only 
Difpenc'd, and Beaten therewith; or whe- 
ther it had its full Proportion of Opium, 
Opobalſamum, Cinamon, Spikenard, Saffron, 

c. 


Nay, if he did but put his Noſe to your 
Oleum Catellorum, he would preſently find, 
by the Miſtery of Sympathy, whether the 
Whelps you made it of were of a full Age 
Or not. e 1 0 

Or 
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Or if he glanc'd but an Eye upon, or 
hung but his Judicious Noſtrils over your 
Gaſcoyn's Powder, he could inſtantly diſco- 
ver, by a Proteſtant Miracle, whether the 
Feſuitical Febrifuge had its full quantity of 
Arabian Bezor, or whether, according to 
Hall Judgment, it was colour'd with Flower 
of Brimſtone. 

Beſides, no ſooner had he a Title, oy hs 
buſie Imployment, to the Epithite of Hon- 
orable in the Superſcription of his Letters, 
but he began to turn his Back upon the ge- 
neral Good, and to modefy every thing to 
his own private Ends, and wiſely fore-ſeeing 
the many Advantages that would ariſe to 
himſelf from your crafty. Project, thought it 
his Duty, becauſe it was Intereſt, to lend a 
helping Hand to Eſtabliſh your Monopoly, 
that your goed Natur'd Worſhips might 
commit what Abuſes you could make pro- 
fitable, and himſelf have the Power of ap- 
proving the ſame, for ſundry ſiniſter Reaſons 
veſt known to your ſelves. | 

So that when our Cheſts are fitted at your 
Common Hall, which ought not to paſs into 
the Service of the Navy without a regular 
View, at which one of the Commiſſioners of 
the Sick and Wounded at leaſt, are moſt 
ſtrictly requir'd to be there preſent, in or- 
der to prevent ſuch Frauds and Collufions 
as might reaſonably be ſuſpe&ed your Wor- 
ſhips would be aiming at, who, above as hy 
mou 
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ſhould be thought beſt Qualify'd to open 
one Hand, and wink with both Eyes, but the 
Honourable Doctor we have before hinted, 
who, to ſhew you his Juſtice, is very ſubject, 
0 


for good reaſons, to find Fault with your 
Practices, but is a worthy Gentleman of {© 
forgiving a Temper, that if you tickle his 
Palm but under the Table, or take him by 
the Right Handle in a dark Corner, and he 


will no more open his Mouth to make mil- 


chief, than he would ſhut his Fiſt againſt a 
Fee for his Civility. 

But notwithſtanding you meet with ſuch 
favourable Uſage from a Friend who has ſo 
great a Superintendancy over you, yet will- 
ing ſometimes to be good Huſbands, and to 
ſave the Commiſſioners the Trouble of a 
View, you can diſpatch the Buſineſs with- 
out their Aſſiſtance, and fend away our 
Cheſts juſt furniſh'd as you pleaſe, without 
any ſuch View, or Inſpection, as His Royal 
Highneſs's Order moſt ſtrictly directs; the 
Truth of which we ſhall make manifeſt in 
the following Particulars. 

Mr. C——fe, then one of the Commiſſio- 
ners, a Gentleman of Integrity, and conſe- 
quently not the ſame we have before men- 
tion'd, when he came firſt to your Hall to 
view the Medicines you were putting up for 
the gh aſk'd If you had Sworn to the 
true Diſpenſing and Preparing of the ſame 
agcording to his Inſtructions, and your P — 

vj po 


Buy ms wm OoAS woe A ma; co cue 


S 


8 
poſals made to His Royal Highneſs? To 
which you anſwer'd in the Negative; upon 


this the Commiſſioner refus'd his View, be- 


cauſe you had neglected to perform your Duty. 
But being afterwards inform'd that it was a 


thing frequently done by the reſt of the Com- 


miſſioners, and that Mr. G would wait 
n him over a Glaſs of Wine, and give him 
ſuch Reaſons that would remove the Scruples 
of his Conſcience, upon which he comply'd 
to make a View tho* contrary to the Order 
you had receiv'd from the Admiralty. 
Secondly, That it 1s your accuſtomary 
practice, in direct Oppoſition to the Com» 
mands of His Royal Highneſs, to ſend 
away our Cheſts unview'd by any but 
the Maſter, or a Warden of the Surgeons 
Company, who are not now allow'd, to be 
ſufficient Judges, except join'd with a 
Phyſician according to the Direction of His 
Rl H 8, it being no proper Branch 
of a Surgeon's Buſineſs to make Medicines, 
but to apply the ſame : Nor have you any 
Power, by the Prince's Order, to Seal up 
our Cheſts upon ſuch a View, becauſe there 
is no Commiſſioner then preſent as your Au- 
thority directs, yet, that you frequently Ne- 
glect your Duty in this Particular is very 
evident by the ſeveral Cheſts you lately 
ſent on Board Her Majeſty's Ships, vis. the 
Humber, Boyn, Suffolk, &c. Having only 
been ar by 'the Maſter of Surgeons 
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Company, 
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at Pleaſure, without the danger of Detection. 


dicines you put up, even to ſome of your 


Board we could not probably expend above 
one Moity of ſome Medicaments which you 
impoſe upon us; to prove the verity of 


_ withſtanding Doctor 4—, Jour Friendly 
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Company, and ſo difpatch'd without the 
Approbation of any one Commiſſioner, which 
gives you a large Opportunity of abuſing us 


Thirdly, That your crafty. Worſhips who 
have ingroſsd the management of this Pro- 
fitable Concern, notwithſtanding the Order 
was obtain'd in the Name of the Company, 
yet refuſe to ſhew the Invoices of the Me- 


own Committee, only becauſe you know 
them to be honeſt Men, and good Judges; 
and therefore the better Quallify'd to detect 
your Frauds: Nor do you ſufferany Member I - 
of your Company, excepting thoſe of your 
own Clan, to ſee or examine the Goodneſs 
of any one Medicine that you ſend away, 
that by the Friendly Connivance of your 
old Confederate Phyſician, your Colluſions 
8 paſs muſter with the greater ſafety. 
ourthly, That you Load our Cheſts with 
ſuperfluous Druggs, and unreaſonable quan- 
tities of Medicines, more than what can 
poſſibly be needful under the greateſt Extre- 
mities ; for ſuppoſe a General Sickneſs on 


which ſeveral of us have offer'd to tender 
our Oaths, yet can have no Redreſs. Not- 


Commiſſioner, when he makes his View muit 
| 2 know, 


6350 
ow, if he knows any thing, 


that it's a 


ich Hardſhip upon us, and therefo ore ought to 
> Wl moderate ſuch Extreams to what is fair and 


on, reaſonable : For why ſhould Ik be forc'd to 
Pay for more than we can wave precise to 
ro- Ute: ſince it is a common P ractice with 
you upon the next refitting of our Cheſts, 
ny to caſt away the Remains as ſtale and uſe- 
J bete, tho the freſh Medicines yo ou irpoſs 
our upon us are no better than the old, only t 
more we have to Pay, the more you | 
= w the more: we Loſe. 
be Fifihly, That TW-4 exat F ifteen Sbillng 
ber of eve eon of the Nayy for the View 


15 


Sumgcon 
" Hof his Chet, |, excepting na- An, then np 


cl who is too ſtubborn to ſubmit to fo r 
e [mpofition without much Contention, 


ons than affection. but always with a 5 to 
keep your Kindneſs ag a Secret. But that 
which makes it a greater Har dſhi p is, 255 
notwithſtanding Her Majeſty's Ch rl- 
gots are not out at Sea ſometinies above. F 


oft as any ſuch Ship hall come in Har- 
bour our Cheſts muſt be ſubject to a er. 
and aur ſelves oblig'd to Pay Extravagantly 
for it, as before-mention'd. 

Siztbhy, That tho' Your Medicina 
a View, are diſapprov'd, or their 
or Quantity. dalle d, becauſe Unxeaſonà- 
ble; 5 et by Clandeſtine M 


ſuch are ſometimes fayoug'd more thro Kar 


Fortnight or Three Weeks together, yet, as 


upon 


Means pou e 
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ſame Cheſts certify'd without Amendment 
or Alteration. 1 | 

Many more Abuſes relating to your 
Views could we eaſily enumerate, but the 
foregoing Particulars we hope at preſent M 

will prove ſufficient for our Purpofſe. 
The next and greateſt Oppreſſion of all the 
reſt, which we have long endur'd under your 
| Mercenary Diſcipline, is the repeated diff - 
culty we have always found in obtaining our WW , 
Certificates, without which we cannot re- t 
ceive our Pay, tho' we have diſcharg d our , 
Duty with all imaginable punctuality: And WI , 
a 


that you ſhafl tfot have room left to fay that 
we complain without a Cauſe, we ſhall pro- 
ceed to give you ſuch particular Inſtances of 
, your daily Abuſes in this Affair alſo,that you 
ſhall not be able in any meaſure to extenu- 
ate by your Groundlefs Contradictions, 
And that it has all along been a common 
Practice with your ſelves and your Agents, 
to exact Money of us, as well upon this, as 
many other Occaſions, we ſhall prove as 
follows beyond all Objection. + 
The Suffolk and Dolphin Men of War arci- 
ving here in the Month of January, 1707. 
were order'd by the Navy, not Jong ſince, to 
be Paid off, upon which, the Surgeons there - ¶ hu 
unto belonging apply'd themſelves to what 17 
your Worſhips are pleas d to call a Committee, 10 
In order to obtain their Certificates, that 
they might receive their Wages ; but the 


anſwer 
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anſwer which they met with was, That you 
had ſent them to your Agent, who attends 
the Pay at Chattam, where the Ships afore- 
mention'd were to be Paid; and giving too 
much Credit to your Shuffling Falſity, they 
went down accordingly, where your Agent 
aſſur'd them he had not receiv'd any fuch 
Certificates from you, fo that, to their great 


Expence, as well as Diſappointment, they 


» 


were oblig'd to return to London without 
their Wages, having no way left but to apply 
themſelves again to your Worſhipful Com- 
mittee in a more earneſt manner: Upon 
which the Sugeon of the Suffolk, more Im- 
portunate of the two, was threaten'd to be 
roke of his Employment, and to be made 
an Example of, by one of your Cabal Nam'd 
,, who told him, in warm Words, 
That he had-not taken a Quantity of Medi- 
cines ſufficient for the Service of the Ship's 
Company, notwithſtanding he had produc'd 
his Captain's Certificate, that he had well 
and truly perform'd his Duty, and ſupply'd 
the ſaid Ship, according to his Station, with 
all that was neceſſary. | | 
But your Cavelling Objection, as it ap- 
pear'd ſoon after, did not arife from any care 


or regard you had of her Majeſty's Seamen, 


but was a politick Stratagem, form'd 

Mr. G——þ and your Broker, Mr. B-—d, 
to frighten the Surgeon, that he might ry 
over his Wages to the Perſons aforeſaid for 
| = + | i ready 
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TR. 
ready Money at an unreaſonable Difcount: 
To effect which, your old principal Manager, 
Mr. G5, followd the Surgeon out of the 

Hall, pretending to pity his hard Uſage, and 

defired to Drink a Pint of Wine with him, 
that he might put him in a method how to 
procure his Wages, your Broker, Mr. B--—4 
being alſo prefent at the Tavern, whoſe Bu- 
neſs is chiefly to manage ſuch Matters. 

No ſooner were they got over a Glaſs of 
Wine, but they began to huſſle up the Sur- 
geon as cloſe as a Bubble between two Sweet- 
ners, and to tell him how Angry the Com- 
mittee were with him upon the Account 
aforeſaid, infomuch that he would find great 
difficulty in obtaining his Certificatez how- 
ever your Broker at laſt, willing to Oblige ſo 
civil a Gentleman, offer'd to Buy his Wages, 
being above 2001. at three Shillings per 
Pound Difcount, and to pay him ready Mo- 
ney, pretending the hazard he ſhould run 
was well deſerving of the Premium he requi- 
red, notwithſtanding the Ship had been paid 
off ſome time; ſo that nothing could be wan- 
ting but your Hall Certificate to receive the 
Money. FIN J 

The Surgeon being unwilling to allow ſo 
large Diſcbunt top haſtily, tock Leiſure to 
conſider of it; ſo that ſeveral meetings were 

appointed, time àſter time, in hopes to bring 
Him ton compliance, till'at laſt the Surgeon 
being quite "tir'd wirh his Attendlance at 
„ ITS your 
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your Hall Spunging-Houſe, and the Solici- 


tation of your Committee to no purpoſe, ha- 
ving no other way left him, he agreed to 
allow two Shillings in the Pound; but the 
Writings not being ready, another meeting 
was appointed. In the mean time the Surge- 
on being informed this was ydar common 
Practice, and that his Certificate Was with- 
held for no other reaſon, but to wake him 
your Bubble, he retanted his Bargain the 
next Meeting, and threaten'd to complain 
to the Admizalty of your baſe Impoſitions, 
i he had not his-Cartificate forthwith. Your 
old Fox and his Underftrapper finding them- 
ſelves catch'd, were not a little ſurprizid, 
but ſtill ſeem'd unwilling to irelinquiſh their 
agreement without ſome Conſideration for 
their Trouble and Expence; ſo that after 


ſome Debate, it was propos d, That the Sur- 


geon ſhiould give a Preſent of Rum to old 
67, and two Guineas to your Broker 
B—u, which he conſented to do, and then 
they procur'd him his Certificate without 
further delay; but your Steerſman, Mr. 

6, not ſatisfied with his Preſent, your 
Broker was forod to give him one of the 

Guineas, as he afterwards declare d in the 
hearing of ſeveral, who are willing to teſtiſie 
the fame. And that the Perſons concern d ſhall 
have ho room left to ſhake off the Scandal of 


fo foul a Practice, wer have thought it neceſ- 


ſary to inſert an Affidavit made by the fame 
Surgeon, who was thus impos d on. | 
| 1 Southton. 
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SOUTHTON. 


\ Illiam Lake, now Maſter Surgeon of 
Her Majeſty's Ship the Oxford, ma- 
keth Oath, That on, or about the 
Month of March laſt, be, this Deponem, then 
being Maſter Surgeon of Her Majeſty*s Ship 
the Suffolk, at andy times, before the Ship 


d make frequent, and preſſing Applications 
to the Mofter? Wardens oe, of Herberg, 
Hall, in order to obtain Certificate, or Teſli- 
monial, purſuant to the late Eſtabliſhment of 
the Navy, ſetting forth, That be, this Depo- 
nent, at that time was not Indebted to the 
ſaid Company, and conſequently remove all Ob- 
jections that otherwiſe might hinder the Pay- 
ment of his Wages,and other Moneys due in the 
ſaid S i Suffolk: That mee gp ſuch 
his Applications, and particularly at a certain 
time, when a Committee of the Company was 
fitting on other Affairs, be, this Deponent, 
could not gain ſuch a Certificate, altho* at that 
time he was no way Indebted to the ſaid Com- 
pany, untill he had promiſed a Reward, or 
Gratuity to 4 certain Agent, or Inſtrument be- 
longing, as it is preſum d, to the ; 4 Com- 
pany, whoſe Name is Benjamin Beard, which 
ſaid Agent, upon promiſe of the Reward 
premiſed, ſoon after procured a Certificate for 
the uſe of this Deponent, and received 1 | 


8 
lin therefore, tus Guineas and fix Bottles of 


um. 


urat. fuit apud Goſport in 
l com. prediae. Pele 
Octavo Die Novembrij. 
Anno Dom. Coram me 
Henry Player, * 
Upon the Payment of Her Majeſty's Ships 
laſt Year at the Nore and Foun, == 
Complaints were made by the Navy Surgeons 
to the Controller of the Pay, of the many 
Abuſes Practiced by you, the Managers at Apo- 
thecary's-Hall ;, amongſt the reſt, for having 
employ'd an Agent to receive the Debts due 
to you, from the reſpective Surgeons then in 
Her Majeſty's Service, who was ſo negligent 
of his Duty, as not to attend the Pay of the 
{ad Ships; ſo that ſeveral of us were oblig'd 
to come to Town to get Certificates at your 
Hall, to the hazard of Her Majeſty's Seamen 
on Board the Fleet, as well as injury to our 
ſelves, by our great Expences, yet moſt of 
us were ſent back without our Certificates, 
under pretence you had diſpatch'd them al- 
ready to your Agent. Thus were we banded 
about like a Shuttlecock between two Battle- 
dores, and at laſt ſome of us forc'd Abroad, 
between your ſelves and your Agent, with- 
out our Wages, particularly the Surgeon of 
the Aſſiſtance to the Weſt-Indies, &c. 
To further remind you of your * 
! an 


William Lake. 


1 
| 


don, that he might receive his Wages when 


| nary Clerk gave him a Receipt for the ſame, 


to the Hall to procure a Certificate, that he 


Mr. Keating ow'd the 


(92) 
and Juſtice, Mr. Keating went Surgeon in 
the Daver from England 1n 1706. and upon 
his arrival at Liſbon was diſcharg'd from that 
Ship, and appointed Surgeon of the Mary, 
the Dover being order'd from Portugal to 
America, and from thence back to England, 
The Surgeon who had quitted her ſends his 
Journal and Tickets to his Attorney in Lon- 


the Dover was Paid : But the Mary comin 
Home before the Recall of the Dover, 

being order*d to be Paid, you refus'd to grant 
a Certificate to the Surgeon for the laſt Ship, 
without Paying for the Medicines which the 
Hall had Farnifh'd for the Service of the 
former, which, according to your Demand, 
he very readily fatisfy'd, and your Merce- 


together with a Certificate, that he might 
receive his Wages for both Ships. What 
Money was due for his Service in the Mary 
was immediately Paid him; but going again 
to Sea before the Dover was recall'd, his 
Attorney being in the Country, he, the ſaid 
Keating, took his Certificate along with him; 
in a little time after the Dover was recall'd, 


and Mr. Keating's oye apply'd Himſelf 


might receive his Friend's Wages according 
to the Power given him, but was anſwer d 
by that Imperious 8 your Clerk, That 

ompany nine Pounds 
Three 


— —— 
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Three Shillings and Six Pence, or there- 
abouts, for the Dover, and that he could not 
have a Certificate unleſs he would Pay that 
Money, which the Attorney, not knowing 
the contrary, was forc'd to ſubmit to, the 
Surgeon, Mr. Keating, being then out of 
England ;, but returning Home ſoon after, 
f an Account from his Attorney how the 
Hall had ſerv'd him, who, being much ſur- 
prizd he ſhould be ſo Knaviſtily impos'd 
upon, when he Ow'd them nothing, ſent im- 
mediately to your Clerk, and charging him 
with the Fraud, ſhew'd him a Receipt in full, 
written by his own hand, who could not but 
acknowledge the Money was wrongfully de- 
tain'd, and Bluſhing at the Detection of his 
baſe Practices, would fain have ſhuffl*d the 
Fault upon the careleſsneſs of his Clerks, 
tho' the whole Affair had been Tranſacted by 
no other Perſon but himſelf; fo that if Mr. 
Keating had happen'd to Die at Sea, or any 
time before the Abuſe had been Regulated; 
the Sum aforemention'd would have been 
ſunk from his Executors. ' 
At another time, which was very lately, 
the fame Mr. Keating, Surgeon of the Mary, 
apply'd to your blundering Emanuenſis Meers 
for a Certificate for the Ship aforemention'd, 
but, according to Cuſtom, was confidently 
Anſwer'd by your Prodigal Sauſbox, That he 
was Indebted to the — 30 l. or * 
| © an 
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and that he ſnould not have a Certificate till 
be had Paid the ſame. Mr. eating being ! 
ſurpriz'd at ſo falſe a Charge, told him, For t 
certain he was miſtaken in the Account; for Nu 
he was fully aſſur'd that moſt part of it had MW 
been already fatisfied, which he preſently ren- f 
der'd undeniably evident by convincing Cir- W 6 
cumſtances, fo that upon a full Examination he 
of the whole Account, there appear'd no to 
more than Four Pounds odd Money due to I du 


the Hall from the faid Mr. Keating: Upon I pr 
which your haughty Scribe was forc'd to Wir, 
lower his Top-ſail, beg Pardon, grant him Wer: 
his Certificate, and entreat him to be ſilent; Mwa 
ſaying, That no Man was Infallible, but all N ha 
ſubje to Miſtakes. But had Mr. Keating Died 
before the Error had been rectified, it is Mhe 
likely his Executor muſt have paid the whole MTa 
Sum, which was at firſt Demanded, for vour pate 
Clerk is known to be an Amicus Curie of that {Sur 
Chriſtian Integrity, that he would hardlv Wing 
have relinquiſh'd any advantage he could WE 
have taken of the Widow, or the Fatherleſs. 
either to have ſerv'd himſelf, or you his 
Worſhipful Maſters. 

Another Perſon, impower'd by Letter of 
Attorney,apply'd fix or eight times to the {aid 
Meers for a Certificate for Thomas Brown, late 
Surgeon of the Fox Prize,who was juſt before 
gone in the Blaſt-Bomb to the Mediterranean. 


The ſaid Brown then Owing the Company — 
three 
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till N chree or four pounds, (having before received lis 
ins Freegift Money,) which his Attorney offer'd 
For to Pay; but Meers refus'd to give a Certificate, 
for MW unleſs he would Pay him ſixteen Pound odd 
had Wl Money Brown Ow'd you for his preſent fitting 
ren- Wl for the Blaſt-Bomb, tho' he had not then near 
Cir- MW ſo much Wages due in that Veſſel, upon which 
tion he told your Clerk *twas not accuſtomary 
nov Pay Money for the Cheſt, before it became 
e to due in the Ship they then fitted for, but Meers 
pon preſently anſwer d, viz. If he would not Pay 
d to Mit, he might let it alone, but that he would not 
him grant a. Certificate without; ſo the Attorney 
ent; N vas oblig'd to allow it him, elſe he could not 
tall have received his Wages in the Fox: Meers 
Died aſo added he would always take Money when 
t is I be could get it, which Honeſty he has alſo 
hole MTaught his Clerks; for they will never diſ- 
our N patch a Certificate, or ſuch like Buſineſs, for any 
that N Surgeon, or their Attorney, always preten- 
rdlv Ning other Buſineſs in greater haſte, without 
ould MExpedition Money, as by the following Letter 
-leſs, ¶ rom one of the Clerks will be made evident. 


er - SI R, 

{at | 

lat A Ccording to your deſire I have ſent 
-fore you 4 Certificate for the Nonſuch, 
wa W's hope that you will, according to 


I 2 Jour 
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your Promiſ e, remember me for my Ex- 


| pedition, 
Tours 
John Carter. 
Apothecary s-Hall, 
10 April, 1707. 


To Mr. Ch. Pickman, Stationer, in 
' Upper-Shadwell, near the Church. 


Theſe preſent. 


Another Hardſhip which you impoſe upon 
us, is, That notwithſtanding your care in ap- 
pointing a Clerk, or Agent, to attend the 
Pay of all Ships, to ſtop ſuch Moneys as are 
due to the Hall from the reſpective Surgeons, Ha 
as well other Debts, as thoſe contracted up- Cai 
on the account of the Service, yet it is your I the 
common, tho* unreaſonable Practice, to exact ¶ dic 
Bonds of great Penalties from us, to advance ¶ /tiz 
the Fees of your Clerk, which you never put 

. fend down to the Payment of the Ships, but I odd 
only a Certificate of what is due to you, by W nag 
Virtue of which the Debt is ſtopp'd by your I Me 

| | Agent 
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ent, and accordingly Paid you; yet 
—— refuſe to liver - the * 
our Attorneys, or our ſelves, without abun- 
dance of Trouble as well as Expence, but 
detain them from us uncanceFd, notwith- 
ſtanding they are ſatisfy d, as if you deſign'd, 
in caſe of Death, to put them wrongfully in 
Sute againſt our Widows, or Executors, the 
Money ſo Paid, being not ſet off in the 
Ship's Books. | 

Further, That when we are no ways in- 
debted to your Hall for Medicines, or upon _ 
other Account, yet your Clerk,or Agent,ſh 
be impower'd to receive our Free-Gift Bills, 
made out by the Commiſſioners of the Navy, 
tho' our ſelves are order'd to receive the ſame. 
So that the Money, when we want it, is often 
with-held from us, to our great Damage and 
Inconveniency; nor can we at laſt recover 
it into our own Hands without ſome Ex- 
pence, and much Trouble. 

Another Inſtance of the inſufferable 
Hardſhips you impoſe upon us, is the 


Caſe of Mr. Edward Parry, late Surgeon of 


the Panther, who having receiv'd ſome Me- 
dicines in the Mediterranean from Mr. Chri- 


ie, Surgeon of an Hoſpital Ship, had a ſtop 


put upon his Wages, viz. Two hundred and 
odd Pounds, at the requeſt of the Hall-Ma- 
nagers, when the Money charg'd for the ſaid 
Medicines amounted to no more than Thir- 

| | | teen 
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teen Shillings, which he, the ſaid Parry, had 

alſo . near three Lears ſince, as appear'd 
afterwards by undeniable Proof. For Mr. 
Parry being appointed Surgeon of the Norfoll, 
was Commanded again to Sea before the Pan- 
ther was Paid, which put him upon a neceſli- 
ty of appointing a certain Friend to receive 
his Wages, who, in conſideration thereof, ad- 
vanc'd him an Equivolent to ſupply his 
Streights, not doubting but by the Power 
given him, he ſhould receive what was 
due to the ſaid Parry when the Ship was 

Paid, which did not happen till Mr. Parry 
was out of England; ſo that when his At- 
torney, upon, the Payment of the Panther, 
went to receive the Two hundred and odd 
Pounds due to the ſaid Parry, he found a 
ſtop put upon his whole Pay - Order 
of the Hall, fo that to his great mage, as 


well as Diſappointment, he was forc'd to 


return without the Money, or any part 


thereof, who being much ſurpriz d at this 
unexpected Obſticle, had recourſe to the 
Hall to enquire into the Reaſons of the hard 
| Uſage he had met with, where he was Sau- 
fily anſwer'd by that Prodigal Ignoramus, 
your Mercenary Clerk, Meers, That Mr. Parry 
was indebted to the Company, but what the 
Sum was he could not remember, or had he 
leiſure to ſearch ; fo that the Attorney had 


abundance of trouble before he could pon 
; wit 


hc 
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wich him to overlook his Books, wherein, at 
laſt, all things, upon ſearch, appear d to be 
fully ſatisfy' d, and that the Thirteen Shil- 
lings for the Medicines receiv'd of Mr. Chri- 
ie had been Paid by the ſaid Parry near three 


7 
GE ſo that the ſtop aforemention'd had 


been only continu'd on, that your deſigning 


Clerk might take the advantage of Mr. Par- 
19's abſence, and extort Money from his At- 
torney, had he prov'd ſo eaſie a Man as to 
have been Bugbear'd by a Buzzard : But, 
however, the Attorney loſing his Opportu- 
nity when the Panther was Paid, muſt now 
be forc'd, without any Satisfaction, to wait 
for his Money till a recall of the Ship, which, 
for ought he knows, may not happen theſe 
Twelve Months; Therefore it is a hard 
Caſe, that ſuch Ill, or Careleſs Perſons ſhould 
have check upon our Pay, who, either thro? 
Knavery or Negligence, make us liable fo 
often to ſuch intolerable Abuſes. 

Having thus prov'd by undeniable Inſtan- 
ces, the Charge in general we have Ex- 
hibited againft you, we ſhall now Preſent 
vou with a ſhort Summary of all our Grie- 
vances under the following Heads, that you 
may ſee at one Glance all the ſeveral Abuſes 


which your ſelves and your Servants Dayly 


Practice upon us. 


I. The Extortion you force us to Pay for 
our 
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our Medicines, under the pretence of furniſh- 
ing us much Better and Cherper. 


I. The Unreaſonable Exactions of your 
Miercenary, Sauſie, and Imperious Clerk up- 
on all Occaſions. | Js 


III. The Extravagant Premiums we are 
forc'd to Pay for our Certificates, beſides Ex- 
28 Money to your Proud Scribe, and 

is Underlins. te 
IV. Our Expenſive Journeys, very often 
occaſion'd oy your Prevarications and De- 
lays of our Certificates. 


V. Unreaſonable " Diſcounts for prompt 
Payment, when our Money, at the ſame 
time, is both Due and Payable, 


VI. The large Reckonings we are forc'd to 
Pay to the Weigher of your Medicines, who 
| keeps your Hall Spunging-Houſe, without 

which we ſhould be but ill ſerv'd ; nor can 
we expect any other than Round Scoring, 
ſince he fauſily boaſts he knows ſo much of 
your K, that you dare not turn him off. 


VII. Our Treating and Bribing 2 
worthleſs Underſtrappers to get our Bu ineſs 


diſpatch'd. 
F A | VIII. The 


— 
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VIII. The valuable Preſents we are forc'd 
to make to your Managing Leaders to Expe- 
diate our Certificates. no bt 


Ju | 13881291 AAS ie 
ma IX. Our Payment of fifteen Shillings for 
every View and Review of our Cheſts, be- 
des half a Crown to the Beadlt's Wife for 
are I Sweeping the Hall. $2 mt 
X- * 1 % +10 810 2 
nd All which are undeniable Fact, as we ap- 
peal to God and your own Conſciences. 
ten How therefore can we think it otherwiſe 
Ye- than an inſufferable Hardſhip, that we, the 
Surgeohs of the Navy, ſuch Uſeful Mem- 
bers in the Common<Wealth, ſo Service- 
ipt Nele to the Government at Sea, and fo 
me bighly Conducing to the Health and Pre- 


ſervation of Her Majeſty's Subjects, ſhould 
de under the Cheque of ſo Mercenary a 
dervant as your Imperious Clerk; and be 
torc'd to Pray, Pay, Sneak and Cringe, to 
ſo worthleſs a Fellow to obtain our Certifi- 
Cates: For as the Caſe ſtands, tho' we 
have perform'd our Duty without the leaſt 
Objection, yet if we do not ſubmit to the 
unreaſonable Demands and unlawful Ex- 
actions of your Hungry Clerk, we ſhall 
de put to the trouble of ſuch Expenſive 
Attendance, and other Impoſitions, which 
are indeed intolerable. | * 

wen 


(7) 
When the Power of Granting Warrants I t 
for Ships was lodg'd in the Clerk of the MW y 
Surgeons Company, thro' their great Over- MW ( 

* 
ar 


fight and Negligence, ſuch a Tyrannical 
Uſe was ſoon made of it, that we were 
forc'd' to. Complain of our hard Uſage 
under his Imperious Deportment, till we 
got that Grievance Redreſs'd. But the 
Power of Granting, or Refuſing our Cer- 
tificates, which your Worſhips have lodg'd 
in your Inſolent Scribe, who, contrary 
to all Juſtice, makes us Pay for em, as 
if we had no title to the Wages allow'd 
us by the Government, without the con- 
fent of ſuch a Prodigal, is ſo great an 
Oppreſlion to all the Navy Surgeons, that we 
are not able to Subſiſt our Families under 
the many. hardſhips which your ſelves, 
and him together, daily accunulate upon 
us. = | 


Beſides, is it not an inſufferable Impo- 
fition upon the Maſter Surgeons of the 
Navy, that ſuch a Servile Scribler, a 
the Clerk of your Company, ſhall under- 
take, in the Abſence of any Surgeon in 
Her Majeſty's Service, to pay thoſe. Debts, 
for the ſake of unreaſonable Poundage 
which we ſhall happen to Contract upon 
ſuch Accounts, that even his Maſters, the 


Company, have no manner of Authority 
: te 


$...7 Ws 
to meddle or make with? For, your 
Worſhips are ſenſible, you have no 
Order to put any ftop upon our 
Wages, but in caſe of ſuch Debts which 
are owing to your Hall for fitting out 
our Cheſts, or Recruits of Medicines, 
which we are at preſent unhappily ob- 
lig d to receive from you: But your 
Saucy and Incroaching Clerk, makes it 
his — Practice to Buy up all our 
other Debts he can meet with, perhaps 
at the Scandalous Diſcount of one half, 
according to the neceſſity of the Creditors 
who apply to him; and when, by vir- 
an tue of an Aſſignment, he has thus pur- 
t we chas'd a Title to receive the Money, he 
nder then, contrary to all Juſtice, includes the 
ves, faid Debts in our next Certificates with 
pon what we Owe to the Hall for Medicines, 
which laſt, is the only Debt that pro- 

perly lies under the Company's Cogni- 

po- zance. So that by theſe Fraudulent Means, 
the} neither our ſelves, or our Attorneys can 
receive our Wages, tho we are willing 
to fatistie the Hall to the utmoſt Far- 
thing of what is Due to you, till we 
have allow'd the whole patch'd Account 
that is bought up, and brought againſt | 
us by your Mercenary Pettyfogger, for 
TJ there's a ſtop always made and continu'd at 
the Pay-Table, till we are willing to allow 
K 2 the 


© (NJ. 
the whole Charge crowded into the Cer- 
tificate. 191 


This intollerable Abuſe, has been late- 
ly practic'd by your Clerk, upon the late 
9 of Her Majeſty's Ship the King- 
fale, which was paid at Chattam, in June, 
1708. at which time the Surgeon's At- 
torney attended to receive his Friends 
Wages, but, thro' the Vigilence of your 

Clerk, a Certificate was deliver'd in at the 
Pay-Table, in order to ſtop 341. 125. tho 
the ſaid Surgeon ow'd the Company at that 
time no more than Seven Pounds Twelve 
Shillings. So that your Debt- Jobber, Meer, 
had foiſted Twenty Seven Pounds more into 
the Certificate than what was due to you 
for Medicines; and it is not to be doubted 
but he was paid by the Creditor very 
large Intereſt for his Civility, if he had 


Debt his own Property. 


We therefore moſt Humbly hope, the 
Power, whoſe Good Intentions you have 
ſo heineouſly  Abus'd, will vouchſafe to 
Reſcue us from the heavy Impoſitions 
you are pleas'd, beneath the Umbrage of 
your Order, to heap upon us, that we 
may no longer Groan, like Aſſes, under 

the Gauling Weight of ſuch intollerable 
6; | Burthens ; 


not by purchaſe made the whole Principal 


er; 
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Burrhens ; which are not only a great 
Uneaſineſs to our ſelves, but the Cauſes 
of many Diſcontents and Hardſhips to 


our Wives and Children, when we are 


Venturing our Lives in the Service of 
the Government, which God Eſtabliſh 
and Preſerve upon a Juſt and Laſting 
Foundation. Amen. 9 


1 


Ihe following Particular being omitted, 
by accident, in its proper Place, we 
have here enter d it by way of Poſt- 
ſcript. 


(7 Joyce, late Surgeon of the Swallow- 
+ Prize, Dolphin, &c. being lately 

come home from a Foreign Voyage, 
and having a conſiderable Sum of Mon 
due in thoſe Ships, apply'd to the Clerk 
of your Company for his Certificate, and 
ſeveral times offer'd to pay what was due 
to you for Medicines for the Ships afore- 
mention'd, but could not procure the ſame 
till he had given both Meers and his Un- 
der-Clerks Expedition-Money, as they call 
It; tho' he had been at the Hall wait- 
ing and depending more than Seventy times, 
as he has made Affidavit thereof. 
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